
 
At this time of year someone will approach me and ask who 
should I vote for? Of course, I will not tell you that. However, I 
do have a position on the elections. We must place our faith 
before our politics. 
 
Many don’t see a conflict between faith and politics.  In fact 
many of you see your politics being informed by your faith and 
you should. You’re a Republican because you have 
conservative faith values, or you’re a Democrat because of 
your more liberal values, or whatever political line you are 
taking. This is how it should be. But notice that both sides of 
the political coin use their faith to inform their politics. Each 
side is doing their best, if they are Christian, to vote as Jesus 
would. It is more than asking “What would Jesus do?”  What I mean when I say 
place our faith before our politics is PUT PEOPLE BEFORE POLITICS. 
 
Andy Stanley would say: “We can disagree about what is best for people, but 
we cannot disagree that what is best for people is best”.  
 
What is important to God?  When we read Matthew 22:37-40, we learn that what is 
really important is how we love God first, but then our neighbor. Notice how they 
are tied together. Like you can’t have one without the other. One is just as 
important as the other. You can’t say “I want to love God, but when it comes to my 
neighbor, I want to treat him/her as they deserve.” 
 
In fact, Jesus has said this in a way that he might be saying, “Listen, if you forget 
everything else, this one thing you must remember. Love God and equally love 
your neighbor.” We get so ramped up about political things. They are very important 
to us. Sometimes they become more important than our neighbor. 
 
Here is a tool about this when it comes to politics. Be a student not a critic. Your 
behavior makes perfect sense to you. You understand why you do what you do. 
(For the most part). Also, your political views make perfect sense to you, but you 
don’t normally see all the connections in someone else’s behavior or their political 
views.  
 
You can’t understand how another person came to their viewpoints without 
becoming a student. Be a student not a critic. Not arrogant but inviting. Jesus 
followers should be the most confident, most curious, most composed, most 
compassionate people when it comes to their views and the views of others.  
Including their politics. 
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If you want to be a student, not a critic, then ask good questions to learn more why your neighbor 
believes what he or she believes. Grow in your wisdom and understanding of your neighbor and 
why they think and believe what they do. Here are some thoughts: 
 
1. What led you to that viewpoint?  Most of the time we are seeing the end product, not the      

journey.  It is the context of their life journey that helps us know the person. What journey did 
they take that helped them think the way they think? 

 
2.  Have you always thought that way?  It is often fun to see how people’s journey caused change 
 through life. 
 
3.  Have you ever met him or her?  (talking about the candidate)  Many of us love or hate a 
 candidate that we have never met and know very little about. Agreeing that we don’t really know 
 someone well enough to fight over him or her may reduce the tension. 
 
4. I get most of my information from the news media; how about you?  For most of us, what we 

know is what we are being told.  Not a slam on the media, but just a fact.  It is foolish for two 
marginally informed people to dislike one another over the issues or candidates.  

 
“We can disagree about what is best for people, but we cannot disagree that what  

is best for people is best.  
 
1. Should I have an opinion? …..  Yes! 
 
2. Should I argue my point of view? …..  Yes! 
 
3. Should I make a point that causes hurt or pain? .....  No! 
 
Listen, you are the light of the world. To be the light you must have influence with the people 
around you. You should never do anything unnecessarily to lose that influence.  Never jeopardize 
your relationship and influence over politics. Most people will never listen to someone they don’t 
respect. That goes for politics and sharing our faith. 
 
We live in a great country. You have a vote, they have a vote. Go vote. Celebrate your freedom 
together. Then you will still have your influence after the election to share Jesus. 
 
“We can disagree about what is best for people, but we cannot disagree that what 

 is best for people is best.  
  Inspired by Andy Stanley 
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Here we are in the midst of Fall—or is it Autumn?  Why are there two names for 
this season of the year?  Wait a minute; wasn’t it called Harvest at one time?  If 
you really do want to know all about it, I recommend a Google search where 
you’ll get more information than you most likely want to know.  Just a sampling 
of perplexing questions that can distract us from enjoying the beauty of God’s 
creation.  Regardless of the name you choose to give to this season the focus 
for us is centered upon the approaching holidays: Thanksgiving and Christmas.   
 
For most of us, there are traditions that have been passed down from one gen-
eration to the next that surround these festivals of ours. We tend to place them 
into an emotional cubbyhole of family time, warmth, happiness, and love.  It is 
good for us to do this for it is the work of the Holy Spirit challenging us to do all 
we can do to make them that way.  However; a lot of people would agree that 
these family gatherings are anything other than blessed times with relatives.  Teeth are gritted and 
jaws are clenched as the annual pilgrimage into mayhem is made. 
 
Please allow me to share with you some words of encouragement if the later applies to you. The rest 
of you are invited to read on for a tidbit or two.   
 
When we allow the message of the Bible to infiltrate our attitudes about life in general and family 
gatherings in particular, it makes a world of difference.  Patsy Clairmont, a Women of Faith speaker 
and author, calls it having “An Attitude of Gratitude.”  Gratitude is our inner appreciation for the 
blessings that we have been given.  It is possible to follow the advice that Paul gave to the Philippi-
ans if we commit ourselves to them.  He told them, “Do not be anxious about anything but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God.” (Philippians 4:6)  When our inner being (our soul) is grateful for God’s blessings we are able to 
express thanksgiving through our words and actions.   
 
It might be helpful before the holiday rush is upon us for you to spend a few minutes listening to God 
speak to your heart about the everyday blessings of your life that you may be taking for granted and 
make a list of them.  Then when you’re feeling glum you’ll have something tangible to read that will 
remind you that life is better than your current situation is causing you to believe.  If family gatherings 
are really, really stressful; pray through that list before you go and tuck it into your pocket.  Make 
your choice to make the day joyful and filled with the praise of God.  
 
Those things said, I want to stress that your attitude is the only one for which you are responsible 
and the only one you can change.  The rest of the chaos will continue and an effort will be made to 
drag you into the midst of it.  When that happens it’s time for a bathroom break to spend quality time 
with Jesus as you reread and pray through your list.  Take a deep breath as you breathe in God and 
exhale anxious feelings.  When you’re rejuvenated; treat yourself to a piece of pumpkin pie with 
LOTS of whipped cream.  
 
Please let me know if this helps, or if you’ve found other helpful ways to enjoy the festivities with 
your family.  I will be praying for you during this holiday season.  
 “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His 
name.” (Psalm 100:4) 
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Make Plans Now To Attend!!! 
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We extend a warm welcome to our 
new Church Receptionist/Ministries 
Assistant: 

Jeanne Huffman 

She can be reached at: 
 jhuffman@sidneyfirst.com 
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Father and Son Baptisms 
Derek and Elijah Dillion Moore—September 18 
 
Pictured at Left: 
Left to Right: 
Mother Judith, Father Derek,  
Pastor Chivington, and Elijah 
 
Pictured at Right: 
Derek and Pastor Chivington 
 
 
 

Elliana Chloe Spurgeon—September 4 
 
Pictured Left to Right: 
Mother Andrea, Pastor Eileen  
holding Elliana, and Father Andrew 
 
 



1 Corinthians 12:27 (NLT)- “All of you together are Christ’s body,  
and each of you is a part of it.” 

 
Over the next few months, we will begin to peel back the layers of who we are 
as Sidney First UMC and who we are as individuals in the ministry of 
discipleship. I am excited to be a part of this ministry as we move forward in 
what it means and how can we be disciples of Jesus Christ.   
 
On October 27, we will be rolling out a new six-week membership course.  
During these six weeks, there will be teaching and discussion that surrounds 
each of our vows we make, or have made, as members of Sidney First UMC.  
So…this  class isn’t just for those who are wanting to become members but also 
for those who would like to recapture, and maybe even renew, the vows of 
membership.  Or maybe you have been a member for 70 years and have heard 
these vows that have been around for over a decade, but they weren’t the same 
vows you took and you just want to know more.  In other words, everyone is 
invited and encouraged to join us. This also gives us an opportunity to hear from you the good things 
of the class and the things we might need to get better at doing.   
 
Again, the classes begin on October 27, 2016, at 6:30 pm and will end before 8:00 pm in The Well 
(on Level 2).  Below are the classes and a brief description. 
 
October 27—Growing (What does it mean to have a relationship with Jesus Christ?) 
November 3—Worshipping (Private and Public...What is it all about?) 
November 10—Praying (The who, what, when, where, why, and how about prayer) 
November 17—Serving (What are your gifts?) 
December 1—Sharing (What is our response because we believe?) 
December 8—Giving (What do we mean when we say “be good stewards?”) 
 
I hope that you will pray about committing to these six weeks of learning, discussing, and just being 
with each other as we discover our identities both individually and corporately.   
 
Finally, if discipleship is where your heart beats, please give me a call or email; but you don’t know 
where you may fit or even what your gifts are, give me a call or send me an email.  I would love to 
begin to talk with you and walk that process together.   
 
God’s grace and peace be with you! 
 
David Porath 

Discipleship Pastor 

dporath@sidneyfirst.com 

937-492-9136 
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What do your parents do? 

My dad is a United Methodist pastor and my mom is 

a Pre-School teacher at  a Christian school in Norwalk. 

What was your childhood dream?   

When I was little, I wanted to be Superman. 

If you could have dinner with two famous people 

who are dead, who would they be? 

Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel so I could debate movies 
with them. I would also love to see them argue with 
each other. Then I could argue with them as well.  

If you were to name one piece of clothing  
that describes you, what would you say? 

My Iowa State University sweatshirt. 

Have an endless supply of any food,  

what would you get? 

Chick-fil-A 

Go anywhere in the world, where would you go? 

I love the beach so I would probably choose to go to a 

beach in Mexico or the Bahamas.  

Eat broccoli or carrots? 

Carrots. 

Be the most popular or 
the smartest person you know? 

 
I’ve done the popular thing and  

it’s not always the greatest.  
I’d choose smart person I know.  

Go without television or fast food for the rest of your 
life? 

I can’t live without movies so  

I think I could say goodbye to fast food. 

Meet Grayson McElroy … 

Our New Youth Leader 



Children’s Ministry October, November & December 2016 

Please Join Us...      
Sunday Programming 

          
Jr. Church 9-10 am service: Kids starts in the  

sanctuary and are dismissed just before prayer time to 
the 5th Floor. There we have interactive lessons where 

they learn more about Jesus and to be His disciple.      
Discipleship Hour 10-11 am: Between services in the 

big room on the Fifth Floor where we have varied  
activities always pointing to Jesus. 

Traditional Sunday School 11 am-12 pm: During the 
9 am service Preschool through 6th grades are on the 

5th Floor. Kids are divided into grade classes  
encouraging learning on their own level. 

 
Wednesday Night Programming          

 Kidz First Choir 6-6:30 pm for Pre-K—6th Grade 
Cool Kidz 6:30-8 pm for Pre-K—4th Grade 

Waveriders 6:30-8 pm 5th—6th Grade 
All meet on 5th Floor to sign in and get started!! 

Information Please!!! 
If you have an idea on how Children & Family Ministries 
can serve our church and community, please let us know. 
Please call, email, put a note in the offering plate, smoke 
signals or text—we want to know what you are thinking 

and how to participate !!! 
 

ehix@sidneyfirst.com,  492-9136 Ext. 111 
 

Watch for info on Facebook:  
Kidz First at Sidney First UMC 

                               October 23rd  

            1:30 till 4:00 

 

Come to the Allen’s  

186 E. Hoewischer Rd. in Sidney 

Hot Dogs and Drinks provided— 

bring a side dish to share!! 

Dress for the weather and bring a chair 
ready for fun and a hayride, of course! 

A Gentle reminder: 
You need to fill out a new registration card for 

your children each year. It is the best way for us 
to keep up with changes in information and  

allergies. Thank you for your help!!!! 
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Join us for all of the fun 
activities this month as we 
spread the good news of 

Jesus! 



We are READY to Re-Start Family Ministry  
in a Whole New Way!!! 

If you are interested in being apart of reaching, connecting and 
serving families, please call! We will need a large variety of gifts 

and skills if we are going to serve families in our church and   
community! Contact Eileen Hix 492-9136 or 

ehix@sidneyfirst.com 
Pray with us as we catch a God-size vision!!! 

Family life brings plenty of chal-
lenges—and also plenty of op-
portunities to practice trusting in 
Jesus. Even positive changes 
can disrupt our schedules and 
affect relationships with each 
other and with God. Although 
you can’t control everything that 
comes your way, you can mini-
mize the impact of stress, 
change, and uncertainty.  
 
Whether children are experienc-
ing good times or facing chal-
lenges, they have three primary 
needs:  
 
1. Consistent Relationships  
When life gets tough, kids need 
reassurance and familiarity. 
Model the positive qualities of 
Jesus, who’s consistently pre-
sent, unconditionally accepting, 
attentive, affirming, and reliable.  
 
 2. A Safe Place  
Children need an accepting 
place where they can talk about 
what’s happening in their lives. 
Be real with kids and encourage 
them to open up about their 
thoughts, fears, and emotions.  
 
3. Boundaries and Structure 
When new or different situations 
arise, maintain the same rules 
and routines, as much as possi-
ble. Let children know ahead of 
time what to expect. Then pro-
vide extra attention during 
changes.  
 
The good news is that Jesus is 
always trustworthy, no matter 
what we’re facing.  
 

Our church is having a Book Fair!  
 Looking for that perfect Christmas gift for your kids or grand-
kids? Stop by our Book Fair and shop award-winning Bibles, 
books, and videos for babies to twelve-year-olds. Save up to 
40% PLUS free shipping on all Book Fair titles. Stop by the  

vestibule on the 5th Floor on Sunday October 30 &  
November 6 between services and on Wednesday, November 2, 

before and after programming to get faith-filled books  
and videos for your kids. 

Our Book Fair, sponsored by Sparkhouse Family, will feature a 
wide variety of new resources based on the beloved Spark Sto-
ry Bible, including a family devotional, a collection of prayers 
for kids based on the Psalms, a picture book about Noah’s Ark, 
the first-ever animated Spark video (starring Squiggles the cat-

erpillar!), and a new line of Spark Play and Learn Books to 
help make family faith formation.  

 Always Rely on Jesus  
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2—War Room Movie—6:30 p.m., Level 2, Tabernacle 
4—Autumn Leaves Luncheon 
13-16—Emmaus Women’s Walk 
16—Gideon Sunday 
23—Hayride—1:00-3:00 p.m. 
30—All Saint’s Day 

 

3-6—Men’s Emmaus Walk 
13—Church Conference, 5 p.m., Level 2, Tabernacle 
24—Community Thanksgiving Meal, 12 p.m., Level 1, Fellowship Hall 
24-25—Thanksgiving Holiday—Church Office Closed 
 

 

23—Christmas Holiday—Church Office Closed 
24—Christmas Eve Services 
 4 p.m.—Children 
 7:00 p.m.—Casual 
 11:00 p.m.—Traditional 
25—Christmas Day—10:00 a.m. Service 
26—Christmas Holiday—Church Office Closed 
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