
 
Amazon is amazing. It is the world’s largest retailer. You can 
go online and buy just about anything and have it in three 
days. Jeff Bezos, the founder, has been ranked as one of the 
world’s best performing CEOs. While as a customer I love 
Amazon, insiders report that the culture for those who work 
there is brutal, toxic, and filled with fear and backstabbing. The 
leadership at Amazon produces great results for customers 
but terrible results for employees.  
 
Leadership, like everything else in creation, can be used for 
harm and selfish gain. But leadership, like everything in 
creation, can also be used for the glory of God. In fact, it is 
extremely important that as a church, we are developing 
leaders and that leadership in the church is rooted in God’s design. If we fail to 
develop leaders in the image of God, the church will suffer from abusive and selfish 
models of leadership used in the world similar to Amazon.  
 
It is vital that the church has a culture that is developing leaders. Not all church 
leaders will run companies, but leadership is required if we are to be parents, 
ministers, teachers, or spiritual guides to the lost. There are many different ideas on 
what the priorities of the church should be. Leadership development can get left off 
that priority list. But leadership development is more significant than people think. 
Paul tells us that building up, training and teaching, preparing God’s people for 
ministry is a priority for God and his church, (Ephesians 4:11-13). A failure to 
provide such equipping of people results in an unhealthy church and leaves the 
church filled with an immature body of believers. 
 
The symptoms of this immaturity are significant. Most churches are plagued by a 
lack of generosity, low ministry engagement, a scarcity of people sacrificing for a 
social cause, and few seeing their neighborhoods and professions as possible 
mission opportunities revealing a lack of passion for the mission of God. “The truth 
is that because we have failed to train leaders, the church has unintentionally 
created believers who are moochers and consumers rather than participants and 
contributors,” writes Rev. Eric Geiger in his book Designed to Lead. 
 
To support our new vision, we at Sidney First, are focusing on the task of equipping 
and developing leaders—Godly centered people who properly reflect the nature of 
God, not Amazon. We are calling it a leadership pipeline, and it is our plan to help 
people become involved in leadership. The first pipe in the pipeline is an invitation 
to grow spiritually and get involved in service and mission. We believe everyone 
should be participating in this pipe by joining life groups, Bible studies, and faith- 
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forming activities. The second pipe is about working with teams and helping one another be effective 
as we work together. We need teams to be effective, and we want to work hard at developing good 
team leadership. Then the third pipe, is a deeper level of leadership that helps the church drive its 
ministries and work by leading teams. This is the important work of leaders reproducing leaders. In 
the final pipe, it is those leaders who will help us be a church focused on the vision and fulfilling our 
mission. It may sound complicated but it isn’t really. It is our plan to lead, train, and equip the body of 
Christ to be effective leaders.  
 
It looks something like this:   
 
 lead yourself           lead within a group          lead a team           lead the church 
 
The important key is that we are all working together, creating a culture of leadership. Whether we 

are leaders in our homes, called to go into the workplace or into the world, we all need to be trained 

and equipped to be the best leaders possible. Not another Amazon but a church that reflects God ’s 

love to the world. I look forward to seeing you in the pipeline. 
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David Chivington 

Lead Pastor 

dchivington@sidneyfirst.com 

937.492.9136 

 



We were made to do life together. Life Groups are about growing in our relationship with God 
through connecting in meaningful relationships.  On March 5, we launched five new Life Groups 
and have connected over thirty-eight people into a group.  All the Life Groups have been doing a 
six-week study on Grave Clothes that has been following along with the Lenten sermons series.   
 
I am excited to share that there are some great friendships forming around meaningful 
conversation. People are growing closer to each other and in their spiritual journey. It is important 
to have people that you can connect with on a weekly basis, people that love you, encourage 
you, and challenge you.  Starting on April 23, we are planning to launch five more Life Groups.  
We will be studying a six-week series called “The Art of Neighboring” which is about building 
genuine relationships right outside your door. The series will be complemented by a three-week 
sermon series called, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor”, which will be a deeper look into what it 
means to love our neighbors as ourselves.   
 
Here at Sidney First UMC, we believe that community is important to your spiritual growth and 
that life is better in community.  Are you connected in a Life Group?  Could you benefit from 
being in a weekly study with fellow believers that will encourage you, and challenge you to go 
deeper?  If you are interested in being connected in a Life Group or potentially hosting one, 
please contact Pastor Joshua Wynn. 
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Joshua Wynn 

Associate Pastor 

jwynn@sidneyfirst.com 

Office:  937.492.9136, Ext. 125 

Cell:  859.948.9269 
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Dear Hitched Couples, 

I’m excited about the positive experiences couples 
have shared about our “hitched” gatherings. 
Although we have only met three times, each 
experience has been filled with fun activities, 
enlightening teaching, and joy filled encounters with 
other couples. I hope you will join us for our next 
meeting April 9 at the church. 

As previously announced we also want to take this experience on the road as a retreat for 
couples. Our date for this retreat is April 28-29 at the Spiritual Center of Maria Stein at Maria 
Stein, Ohio. The cost is $100 and includes one night lodging, Saturday breakfast, and Saturday 
lunch. 

Please plan to arrive at the Retreat Center after 3:30 p.m. on Friday, (dinner is not provided). Our 
first gathering will begin at 7 p.m. Friday evening, April 28. Along with our normal activities and 
fun. we want to provide some direction on how couples can build spiritual formation into their 
marriages. I believe this will be an experience you’ll not only enjoy but will bring a renewal to your 
souls. 

We have already paid to reserve 10 rooms at the Center but can book more. Registering early 
will help us know how many rooms we’ll need.. Please return the registration portion of this letter 
to the church office no later than April 18. 

A packet of information will be provided with more details on registration. 

         D. Chivington 

========================================================================= 

Please Register Us For The Hitched Retreat April 28-29: 

 

Names_______________________________________________________________________ 

Contact information_____________________________________________________________ 

Included is our $100 for Room and Saturday Meals.____ 

Cancellation: We know things change, but we will be charged full price for any 
cancellations after we have turned in our final count. You are more than welcome to find another 
couple to take your reservation but we will ask that you understand a late cancellation cannot be 
refunded. 

Continued on Page 5 



-Page 5- 

The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein 

April 28-29 

2365 St. Johns Rd., Maria Stein, Ohio 45860  

Telephone:  419-925-7625 877 925-7625   Email: office@spiritualcenter.net  

Web Site: www.spiritualcenter.net 

Rooms: Each couple will be assigned a room by the Center. Please arrive after 3:30 p.m. 
for check in. Check out after breakfast (9:00 am). 

Mealtime: Friday dinner on your own. Saturday breakfast 8:30 a.m. and lunch 12:00 noon. 
The kitchen cannot make special meals for dietary needs. For those with diets such as gluten 
free, vegans, vegetarians, etc., we ask that you bring your own food to supplement what is being 
served in the dining room. Please share that with the leader. That might reduce our overall cost. 

Quiet Time: Please observe quiet time from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. to respect others in the 
facility. 

Agenda 

 Friday 
 3:30 – 7:00 p.m. ········································· Check In and Eat Dinner (on your own) 
 7:00 p.m. ································································ Gather in Conference Room 
 9:00 p.m. ······························································· Break for Games and Snacks 
 11:00 p.m. ······················································································ Quiet Time 
  

 Saturday 
 7:00 a.m.  ················································································· End Quiet Time 
 8:30 a.m. ···························································· Breakfast (check out by 9 a.m.) 
 9:15 a.m. ············································································· Conference Room 
 10:30 a.m. ···························································································· Break 
 11:00 a.m. ············································································ Conference Room 
 12:00 noon ··························································································· Lunch 
 1:00 p.m. ············································································· Conference Room 
 3:00 p.m. ·························································································· Worship 
 3:30 p.m. ························································································ Departure 
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Twenty women from six different churches attended the first ever Leadership Conference titled, 
"Connecting Women at Every Age & Stage" held Saturday, February 18, from 9:30 am to 12 pm 
at Sidney First United Methodist Church. 
 
"We discussed the challenges that we all face in Women's Ministry and learned how we can 
customize solutions that fit the unique calling of our individual churches, no matter their size.” 
The three key points, for me were: discussions must be timely, relevant, and personal," 
proclaimed Paula Lang, Women's Ministry Coordinator, SFUMC.  
 
The discussion facilitator, Barb Roose, speaker and author from the Toledo area, serves on staff 
at Cedar Creek Church as Executive Director of Ministry. Not only did Barb help identify personal 
unique opportunities, but she encouraged everyone to dream bigger dreams of what God can do 
through our Women's Ministry. 
 

Paula Lang 

Coordinator 

Women’s Ministry—SFUMC 
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Seventy women from 16 different churches attended the third annual Spring Awakening held on 
Saturday, March 4, 2017. This year's theme was, "Spring Up and Clean Up!" 
 
Presenting with a down-to-earth sense of humor was Rev. Ashley Valentine-Derr. Ashley 

delivered an inspired message on organizing the emotional space in your heart and mind and 

how women can come together to renew and refresh their commitment to a God-centered life 

despite the busyness of life. 

 
Discussing the physical space in our environment and community was Professional Organizer, 
Alicia Miller. Ms. Miller helps people de-clutter and create personalized organizing systems for 
their homes and businesses. She specializes in helping the chronically disorganized and 
hoarding population. Her non-judgmental and confidential approach results in a functional and 
customized solution for her clients. She has also worked for and appeared on A&E’s. 
 
Questions about women's events can be directed to Paula Lang 937-638-1661 or 
paula2055@aol.com. 

Paula Lang 

Coordinator 

Women’s Ministry—SFUMC 
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"ATTENTION PARENTS! 
 
Are your weeks full of endless work and no sleep? Have you ever 
wished you had at least one night to get that much needed rest or 
go out and enjoy yourselves for a few hours?  Well, your wish is 
about to be granted! Bring your children to the Sidney First United 
Methodist Church on April 29th, at 6pm.  While you're out having the 
time of your lives, your children will be safe and secure with us, 
having the time of their lives with endless activities, food, and fun! 
 

You don't want to miss out on this spectacular, one of a kind opportunity. You'll be begging us 
to do it again, and so will your kids!  We will also be hosting this opportunity on May 20 and 
June 24. So don't forget to mark your calendars!  
 
RSVP at morgayne15@gmail.com—provide the number of children, ages, and any allergies. 

 
I have been serving at Sidney First UMC since my appointment 
November 2016, as a licensed lay pastor and have been assigned to Joy 
Church located at the Alpha Community Center here in Sidney. 
My wife Candy and I have been members of Sidney First UMC for a 
number of years and have become rooted in our family here. CONNECT-
GROW-GO has had a huge impact on our lives since we have been here 
with this faith community. We have been able to Connect to so many 
wonderful people; we have Grown so much in Christ, and we now Go out 
and serve Him in many ways. Also our daughter Jennifer and son, 
Jeremy, with his wife Katie, have been greatly impacted by this faith this 
community shares here at Sidney First UMC.  
 
This verse has become one of my life verses, and the reason I am serving now at Joy Church. 
 Matthew 25:35-36:  35 “For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. 
I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I 
was sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.” 
This is one of the many missions here at Sidney First UMC that you can become Connected, 
Grow and Go in. And I know that Joy Church is the place where God is calling Candy and I to 
serve. Candy and I have also been involved with prison ministry and have been serving at ORW 
and soon to be DCI among other facilities in the region here in Ohio. We are going where God is 
leading. If you are interested in Connecting with me about Growing and to GO help at Joy 
Church or want to know more about our prison ministry, please let me know.  
 
God Bless,  
 
Rev. Terry L. Sharp 

tsharp@sidneyfirst.com 

mailto:morgayne15@gmail.com
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We are nearing the end of another amazing year at the COOL Preschool. Our sincere thanks to 
each of you who helped support this ministry this year!  
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 21st for the annual 

 “Sundae Sunday” Fundraiser!  
 

After both services, our preschool families will serve up yummy sundaes for a donation of any 
amount. Come meet our families and support this ministry!  
 
The Preschool is now enrolling for the 2017-18 school year. Our mission is to enable 
preschool-aged children to develop physically, mentally, and spiritually in a loving and safe 
Christian environment. Knowing that a key factor in the development of the child is their home 
life, we aim to foster the growth of emotionally healthy families through events, resources, and 
programs which teach the importance of a God-centered home. If you have a potty-trained child, 
ages 3-5, and are interested in this State-Licensed program, please contact us. The tuition is 
$100 per month. Spaces are filling up!  
 
Thank you again for being Jesus to these kids with 
your prayers and support. You are a blessing! 
 

Vickie Schwepe  

Preschool Administrator  

Email:  vschwepe@sidneyfirst.com  

  

mailto:vschwepe@sidneyfirst.com
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Judy and Roger Mowery 

Welcome—The Newberg Family 

Parents:  Heidi and Tim 

Children:  Daughter Carrie-Ann and Sons— 

                Nicholas and Tayden 

Mark Bales joins his wife, 

Tammy, as a new member. 



-Page 11- 

 
Hi! My name is Betsy Martin. Along with my husband, Mike, we will be the new youth leaders at 
Sidney First UMC.  We have been active members with the Youth for the past two years. We 
feel a strong calling to work with youth and have been blessed to step into this leadership role.   
 
PLEASE NOTE…Youth will now be from 6:30 to 8 pm. We will NOT be serving supper 
anymore, just snacks and drinks. However, on the first Wednesday of every month, we will be 
having pizza. 
 
Communion will also be served approximately every six weeks. One of our Pastors will be 
teaching about this on the Wednesday before Easter. Please 
know that all are welcome at the communion table, regardless of 
religion. We have a great Pastoral staff that will be active with 
our youth as well! 
 
Monthly Lessons 
To round out the year, we will be teaching Jesus’ parables in 
todays “modern” world. This should help your child see how they 
can still use the Bible today and hopefully spark an interest in 
reading their Bible. We are looking forward to putting a fun twist 
on this. We will also be learning about the 5 love languages and 
how to apply them in our relationships (siblings, parents, etc.). 
 
Activities 
Prior to our worship, we will be having an activity every week. This ranges from trivia to capture 
the flag. Twice a month we do some kind of game involving the Bible. This is usually done in a 
trivia format. 
 
Outings (please watch for an email with all details, as they are planned) 
April—Movie Nite 
May—TBA 
June—Spirit Song at Kings Island 23rd- 24th 
July—Canoeing 
August—Camp Tar Hollow 12th-19th 
 
One thing we would like to do is keep lines of communication open with the parents and the 
teens. Please look for a monthly email from us. This email will have information on upcoming 
events and lesson plans. Please feel free to ask us any questions or contact us with any 
concerns. Our personal information is listed below.  We thank you for allowing your child to be a 
part of our youth group. Feel free to join us in one of our outings or even a Wednesday 
night.  Pease know that the doors are always open at SFUMC! 
 
Blessings, 
Betsy and Mike 
 
Betsy Martin  937-638-4969 
Mike Martin  419-234-8578 
b_martin2013@hotmail.com 

Mike and Betsy Martin 

Meet Mike and Betsy 
Mike was a high school teacher for 10 years in Christian education,  prior to 
working administration at Honda. He retired after 26 years of service and 
currently owns and operates Bliss and Bloom, a flower and gift shop in Anna 
with his wife.  
 
Betsy was a Nurse for 12 years, the last 4 years at Honda. She quit nursing, went 
to school for floral design, and then opened Bliss and Bloom with Mike.  

mailto:b_martin2013@hotmail.com
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Get Ahead provides "care packages" for students in Sidney City Schools' elementary 
buildings that are diagnosed with head lice.  Over 100 students  each year are infested with head 
lice.  Head lice can be an emotionally, physically, and financially draining experience.  By 
providing a care package our ministry alleviates embarrassment and provides, free of charge, all 
the products necessary to get ahead of head lice, including education about head lice. 
 
Get Ahead has been in existence since 2013.  There are no overhead/administrative costs.  
All group members volunteer their time.  Our funding is through donations and fundraising. 
 
How can you get involved and help out?  
 
1.  Sponsor a "care package" for $20.  Sponsorship is tax deductible (34-4437205) and checks 
are written to Sidney First United Methodist Church.  You must record Get Ahead on the Memo 
line.  Kits include:  Nix, hair clips, a small bottle of detergent, shampoo, ziplock bag, a garbage 
bag, a card, an educational video, and step-by-step directions. 
 
2.  Enroll your Kroger Plus Card in the Community Rewards Program.  You must first register 
your Kroger Plus Card online at Kroger.com. Click on edit Kroger Community Rewards 
information, and input your Kroger Plus Card number. Enter the Get Ahead NPO number 
(83764).  Select Get Ahead from the list and click confirm. Use your card when you checkout and 
your purchase goes towards money back for Get Ahead.  If you use your phone number at the 
checkout and not a Kroger Plus Card, call 800-576-4377, select option 4 to get your card 
number. 
 
3.  Dine at Chipotle on Monday, April 17, between 5:00-9:00 p.m., and tell them that you are 
there to support Get Ahead.  50% of the proceeds will be donated to Get Ahead. 
 
"Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." John 13:35 
 
 
Angie Menges 

 

Fundraiser 
 

See  
flyer  
on  

next  
page. 
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Due to  three active leaks from deteriorating roofing, the Trustees have replaced most of the 
flat roofs of the old part of the church. The contractor was Cotterman & Company, and the 
cost was $47,115, which includes a 20-year warranty.  The roofs replaced were over the choir 
loft, the organ pipe lofts, the old boiler room, the sound room, the old Sunday School area 
(6th Floor), the choir room, and the northeast stoop along Miami Street.  The diagram below 
shows the areas replaced. 
 
Paul Soliday 
Trustees Chair 
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April, May & June 2017 

VBS—
June 26 thru 30—9 am-12:15 pm    

Join us as we spark imagination with Faith-Building Fun 
at "Maker Fun Factory." Imagine a world where curious 
kids age 5 through 6th grade will become hands-on 
inventors who discover they’re lovingly crafted by God! 
All children from our community are invited to take part 
in this special week of Bible Discovery, Meaningful 
Mission, Imagination Station, Snack Factory, KidVid 
Cinema, Game Makers,  Sound Wave Sing & Play and 
Funshop Finale all designed to help reinforce simple 
Bible truths.  

How can I help with VBS? 
 

Volunteers:  If you did not sign at the end of Cave Quest last year;  don’t worry you still have a 
chance. Forms are available on the fifth floor.   

Supplies: We will have supply slips on the bulletin board in the gathering place. If you could take 
a slip or two purchase the supply and return it to  the gathering place with slip attached.   

Thank you for supporting VBS!!! 

Children’s Ministry 

Easter Is Comin!!! 
 

Sunday April 16, 2017 
  
 

We get to go off site to the Sidney High School to 
share the message of salvation with children and     
families in our community. There will be  a full service 
for the kids in the gym, planning started in November! 
We need your help with several things:  1. Volunteer 
to serve, sharing the Good News. 2. Pray for the kids 
who will be coming, that God is preparing their hearts 
and their families to be changed with the Love of 
Jesus.  3. Provide candy for the Easter egg hunt; 
there is  a blue barrel in the Gathering Place to collect 
the candy. (Candy MUST be individually wrapped and 
able to fit in the plastic egg) 4. Help filling and putting 
out the eggs.  Thank you for supporting this outreach 
for the children of our community!!!  

Thank YOU! 
To those who week after week come and minister 
to the children of our church! Each week they 
spend an enormous amount of time and effort 
praying through and preparing a lesson that 
encourages boys and girls to form a personal 
relationship with Christ. Thank you for giving of 
your time, your gifts, and your talents to grow the 
next generation for our church and community. 
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Time to Register!!! 
First Chance: July 17th & 18th K & 1st  

 Elementary 1: July 10th-13th 2nd –5th  
Elementary 2: July 24th-27th 2nd –5th      
Jr High Camp: June 26th-30th 6th-8th  
Sr High Camp: June 19th-23rd 9th-12th  

College Age Retreat: Aug 4th-6th 
HS Grad- 23yrs old   

Annual 5K Benefit: August 5th  
1/2 mile fun run for younger friends  

          
 

Contact Eileen Hix anytime !          
If there is anything I can help with 

ehix@sidneyfirst.com 
937-492-9136 ext. 111 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
We’re having a Pool Party!!!! 
Everyone is invited it’s in 
July at Sidney Municipal 

Pool.  

Families learning together 
 

Above is just one idea to teach your family 
about Easter! We have other ideas for you 
that include activities, crafts, games, and 
even a recipe or two. There is a parent 
newsletter with family ideas on deepening 
your faith and encouraging your children in 
their growth. They can be found on the wall 
by the elevator on the 5th floor.  

Family Ministry 
We have a deep passion for helping families. We want 
marriages to be strong and loving. We want children to 
be given safe and nurturing homes. We want families 

problems and struggles to have a safe place to receive 
help and comfort. We want families of all shapes, sizes, 

and design to know the loving presence of Jesus. We 
want to be a part of the solution to stop childhood    

poverty. We want all families to be welcome and be a 
part of the greater family of God.  

  

  

 

Because Families  
 Matter!! 

  

Easter Ideas 
The events of Holy Week and Easter might 
frighten or confuse younger children. 
Share the message in age-appropriate ways 
by using these tips. 
Ages 2 to 5 Say that people who hated 

Jesus nailed him to a cross and left him 
there until he died. Explain that Jesus’ 
friends were sad and afraid until Jesus 
came back to life three days later. 

Ages 6 to 9 Fairness is a big deal at 
this age, so explain in simple language 
that Jesus willingly died in our place be-
cause he loves us. Children may be fas-
cinated by crucifixion details. Avoid eu-
phemisms for death such as “sleeping.” 

Ages 10 to 12 Preteens who are famil-
iar with details of the Easter account 
are ready for the “why.” Share why it 
was necessary for Jesus to die, refer-
ring to the blood sacrifices of the Old 
Testament. 
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Family Ministry is 
planning an event 

each month! 
Scavenger Hunt 
Service projects 
Drive In Movie  

Hay Ride 
Roller Skating 
Bowling Night  

And more!! 
Watch for Details !! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

2—LuLaRoe Clothing Fundraiser  
9—Palm Sunday – Easter Cantata—Both Services 
14—Good Friday Services—1st Presbyterian Church—12 pm – 3 pm 
16—Easter Sunday Services 
 7 am Sunrise Services—Tawawa Park Gazebo 
 9 am Traditional Services—Sidney First UMC Sanctuary 
 11 am Contemporary Services—Sidney High School 
     11 am  Children’s Services—Sidney High School—Mega Easter Egg Hunt Following Services 
17—Easter Monday—Church Office Closed 
26—Kiwanis Pancake Days – Fellowship Hall, Level 1 
28–29— “Hitched”—Couples Retreat at The Spiritual Center of Maria Stein 
29—Parents Night Out—Babysitting Available, 5th Floor 

 
7—Compassion Sunday 
14—Mother’s Day 
21—“Sundae Sunday” – Fundraiser for Preschool Program 
24—Parents Night Out – Babysitting Available, 5th Floor 
29—Memorial Holiday—Church Office Closed 

 
4-8—Church Conference – Lakeside, Ohio 
18—Father’s Day 
24—Parents Night Out—Babysitting Available, 5th Floor 
26-30—Vacation Bible School 
20—Summer Begins 
23-26—Emmaus Men’s Walk # 67 

 

 

 

 

230 East Poplar Street 

Sidney, OH 45365 
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