
 
I often interrupt my wife my asking the same thing, “Honey, 
what do you want?” Having lived together for almost forty 
years, I can tell when she wants something before she gets 
around to asking. It comes from the intimacy of our 
relationship. It is hard to explain. You just know. 

If you are with Jesus in an intimate, passionate, life-changing 
relationship for any length of time, you begin to recognize 
Jesus wants something. All of us know that we are not asked 
to change or perform something just to be in a relationship 
with Jesus. He invites us to come as we are and accept His 
grace and love without doing anything special. Just come and 
accept is all He requires. However, it doesn’t take long to 
begin to realize that this relationship does require something from us. 

The Bible refers to maturity as a goal for people in a relationship with Jesus. 
Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, lacking 
in nothing.” (James 1:4). “…until we all reach unity in the faith … and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Eph. 4:13). 

If we were to ask Jesus, “what do you want?”, He might reply, “I want you to grow 
to maturity in our relationship.” This certainly might take on different challenges for 
different people. As every child needs to grow up in some way that might be 
different than another child, all of us need to grow in our relationship with Jesus 
differently than someone else. Still, maturing does not seem to be optional. Paul 
separates infants and mature disciples of Jesus and stresses the importance of 
maturity in how we serve and love others, understand deceitful schemes of men, 
and find our place in the body of Christ. Followers of Christ Jesus are expected to 
become mature. It is what Jesus wants. 

As part of our work here at the church, we try to help people become mature by 
inviting people into a three-step process: CONNECT-GROW-GO. We work hard at 
helping people get connected to God and other members of the faith through 
worship on Sundays, encouraging people to live into personal habits of prayer, 
study, worship, taking Sabbath rest, and generous giving. We also offer a basic 
class to help people understand the basics of the faith call 4:32, which comes from 
the Book of Acts. We also ask individuals to make a commitment of membership to 
the church. All these experiences are designed to help people connect either to 
God or God’s people. Then we offer Bible studies, Life Groups (small groups) and 
Financial Peace Class designed to help people grow. Finally, we offer opportunities
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for people to serve in the church and community, be in mission somewhere, and be an extravagant 
giver of time, talent, and resources. 

We believe it is our responsibility to help every person who wants to be in a relationship with Jesus 
to grow into a mature follower of Christ. This next year, we hope you will take advantage of many of 
these opportunities. Perhaps you can even make a plan to, CONNECT-GROW-GO, in 2017. 

We would love to help! 
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Jane Madden 

Pastor of Care & Nurture 

jmadden@sidneyfirst.com 

Change is opportunity. So, first of all, what is it that has changed? The only 
thing I’m able to think of that applies to all of us is that it is now 2017 and each 
of us is a day older than we were yesterday. Evaluation of the changes in our 
personal lives is an individual thing that only you are able to answer. 

Opportunities are the realistic possibilities that those identified changes cause 
to be available for our choosing. Sometimes opportunities remain hidden from 
our thoughts due to a lack of focus. When we make a choice to focus upon our 
own agenda rather than God’s agenda for us we are blind to any possibilities 
of spiritual growth and renewal. 

I challenge you to begin this New Year by intentionally setting aside some 
time each day to be alone with God. I know, we live busy lives filled with many 
daily tasks that are time consuming but have you actually reviewed your 24 
hour day and not found a few moments when you could allow your thoughts to be completely 
focused upon your loving Heavenly Father. What about the time that is spent taking care of 
personal necessities—showering, shaving, dressing, driving to or from work, eating breakfast or 
lunch—are all of those times absolutely filled with other mental activities or could 1 or 2 of them be 
turned over to seeking God’s special assistance with your live? Would you not benefit from allowing 
the gracious blessings of God to add nourishment to your soul? 

Turn those few moments into complete reverence as you accept the gift of the Christ child from 
your loving, merciful God and rejoice that God’s unconditional love has been so freely given to you. 
Trust that every day the Holy Spirit is with you giving you the strength and courage to maintain that 
time with God.  Dedicate that time with God, faithfully, each and every day as you open your heart 
to receive the Best. Gift. Ever! into your soul. 

Usually held on New Year’s Day the early Methodist, led by John Wesley, participated in a 
Covenant Renewal service to provide those attending with an opportunity to dedicate or renew their 
commitment to God. I have given you a contemporary version of one of the prayers from that 
service. As you read through this prayer consider the change that God is placing before you. Will 
you seize the opportunity to make that change for the sake of your relationship with God? 

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition (Contemporary Version) I am no longer my own, but 
yours. Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, Praised for you or criticized for you. Let me be 
full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and fully surrender all 
things to your glory and service. 

And now, O wonderful and holy God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, you are mine, and I am 
yours. So be it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, Let it also be made in heaven. 
Amen. 

  God is with you each and every moment of each and every day, beloved Child of God! 

Jane Madden 
Care & Nurture  

Pastor 
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Joshua Wynn grew up in a small town in Kentucky and made a decision to follow Christ at the 
age of 16. Feeling God had placed a calling on his life, he went to a small Bible college in 
Mayfield, Kentucky, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in psychology and 
counseling. After college, he was encouraged by a pastor friend to go to Asbury Theological 
Seminary where he graduated with a Masters of Divinity. 

In 2011, he started working at Embrace United Methodist Church as an urban missionary under 
Senior Pastor, Rosario Picardo. There he met his wife, Ashley, and they now have two beautiful 
boys, Silas and Asher. While at Embrace, he worked with the homeless and marginalized folks 
at a Monday night service call “The Gathering.” Under Joshua’s leadership, The Gathering 
service grew from 15 people to over 100. Through the ministry at Embrace UMC, Joshua felt a 
calling to pursue ordination through the United Methodist Church. 

In 2014, Joshua took a position as a supply pastor in Dayton, Ohio, at Higher Ground UMC and 
was licensed as a Licensed Local Pastor in 2015. Higher Ground UMC has become a presence 
in the community through establishing partnerships with local organizations, a free community 
meal, and has reached several new people who were unchurched. 

Joshua has a deep passion to connect the unchurched to the transforming love of God and to 
see people grow in wholeness and holiness through an intimate relationship with God and His 
church. 

   Wynn Family! 
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Watch bulletin  
for details! 
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No Experience Required 

Do you feel a need to reignite your passion for God? Would you like to deepen your 
understanding of the Good News that Jesus brought? One of the best ways to get back in touch 
with God or to keep your relationship vital is through Bible Study. 

A new small group has formed for the express purpose of together studying from God's Word. 
You've never opened a Bible in your life? That's OK. You will be welcomed. You've studied the 
Bible your entire life? There is still more to learn, but we'd also love to hear from your studies. 

Have a friend who is not sure about going to church? We're meeting in the Journey Room--the 
first door on the left as you enter from the north parking lot. They can slip in and out with no fear. 
Invite them out for coffee, and slip in a Bible Study invitation. No threats; no pressure. 

Contact Gary Mintchell for more information. 937.726.1798 or gmintchell@gmail.com. 

Thanks, 

Gary 

Gary Mintchell | 1227 Colonial Drive | Sidney, OH 45365   

937.726.1798 

Got Garden Seeds???? 

We will be looking for them real soon. Start looking for packets of garden seeds. They will be 
needed for the annual GREEN THUMB PROJECT, which is held in March.  We collect seeds, 
which are then sent to the Jackson Area Ministries. 

DO NOT COLLECT TOMATO OR POTATO SEEDS - these are supplied. 

Boxes will be in the Gathering Place, Level 4; the Narthex, Level 4; and near the main church 
office, Level 3.  Remember, the collection is for ONE month only. 

The weekly bulletin will give you a list of vegetables needed (beans, corn, beets, in larger quantities 
are welcome). 

Thank you, 

Belinda Hemp 
Chairperson 



I thought this would be the perfect opportunity to say how fortunate we are at Sidney First. We 
started last spring with a Town Meeting, pointing out major projects we have on the horizon. The 
generosity of this church family has been amazing.  
 
We are on our way to accomplishing these major projects. New sidewalks…DONE! Flat roof areas 
being replaced….scheduled…Almost done! We will start a campaign to refurbish the stained glass 
windows in the church at the first of the year. We already have a great start with money being 
donated towards the windows. Thank you so much, from the entire Council for your faithfulness. We 
Can Do This Together!  We are so blessed!  
 
There are also a couple of changes to the Council. Rick Hamilton will be leaving us as Chairman of 
Trustees. I would like to say how blessed we have been by Rick’s dedication, expertise and all his 
hard work throughout his years of being a trustee and being Chairman. We will truly miss him, he 
has been a joy to work with. Jim Liggett is also leaving us as Lay Leader. Jim is such a wonderful 
resource on so many subjects. He always has the answers for us, about our church or what is 
happening with the district and conference. I so enjoy him and his dedication. I personally will miss 
both Rick and Jim, as both have been such a help to me as Chairman—always having my back.  
 
At the same time, we have Paul Soliday coming on as Chairman of Trustees and Todd Miller as Lay 
Leader. Both are not rookies—they will do a wonderful job.  We are looking forward to working with 
both of them.  
 
Love,  
 
Terri Cooper 
Church Council Chairperson 
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The COOL Preschool would like to thank  

each of you for your love and support this year.  

Happy New Year!  
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January, February and March—2017   Children’s Ministry 

The ministry that goes on here at Sidney First United Methodist Church could not happen without 

amazing volunteers. Several work tirelessly year around. Other volunteers make a 9-month 

commitment. Some volunteers serve on special committees for projects and events and still others 

serve as substitutes when needed.   I would like to give you the names of those who are serving during 

the August 2016 to July 2017 year:  

 

Jr. Church (full year):  Frank Wallis, Patricia Huffman, and several helpers 

 

Discipleship Hour (full year):  Heather Goubeaux, Julie Brown, and Kaylee Day  

 

Sunday School (9-month commitment):  

 Preschool: Karen Gates 

 Kindergarten: Tom Voress and Lamar Abbott 

 First Grade: Nicki New 

 Second Grade: Tiki Richardson, Chloe Richardson and Neveah Parks 

 Third and Fourth Grade: Diana Huffman and Elizabeth Huffman 

 Fifth and Sixth Grade: Lisa Whittenberger 

 

Wednesday Nights: (9-month commitment) 

 Choir:  Lisa Whittenberger and Eileen Hix 

 Cool Kids:  Julie Brown, Kaylee Day, Tiki Richardson, Randi Marie Shank, Chip Hix, Kelli 

 Doty, Lisa Whittenberger, Alison Martin, Fran Miller, Chris Mullennix,  and Jennifer 

 VanTilburgh 

 Waveriders: Roxy Chivington, Jeff VanTilburgh and Tim Martin 
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Contact me anytime if there is 
anything I can help with: 

 

ehix@sidneyfirst.com 
 

937-492-9136, Ext. 111 
Kidz First at Sidney First UMC 

If you aren’t very tech-savvy, you may defer to your children as experts 
when it comes to media. But parents are ultimately responsible for 
supervising what their kids are exposed to—and for how long. Two 
keys are moderation and interaction. Experts advise: Keep screens out 
of bedrooms, and place computers in open areas. Make media time 
contingent on the completion of chores and homework. Plan alternate 
activities, including physical ones. Agree on days and times (such as 
dinner, family night, and Sundays) that are digital-free zones—for 
adults, too. Watch shows and listen to music together. Talk about 
issues that come up, tying them into faith and a Biblical worldview. 

The Tech Commandments 
When you’re establishing rules for 
media usage, involve children in 
some of the decisions. Ask them 
what “commandments” God might 
have set for online behavior and 
how we interact with other people 
using technology. What would God 
have made off-limits? What would 
He have encouraged? What age 
requirements or time limits might 
He have established, and why? 
 
The Wired Word Challenge kids 
to think how the Bible would be 
different if technology had existed 
in Jesus’ time. How would a 
Twitter version of your favorite 
Scripture verse read? How would 
you describe one of Jesus’ 
miracles to a friend via text 
message? If Jesus had a TV ad 
campaign to recruit followers, what 
might it look and sound like? 
 
Who’s That? Talk about ways 
we get other people’s attention 
these days and how it feels to fail 
to “connect” with someone. Then 
play this game to help you think 
about God’s voice. Have family 
members each think up a line from 
a movie or TV show. Then take 
turns saying the line using the 
same voice as the character. See 
who can guess the movie or show, 
as well as the character. 
Afterward, ask: “How did you 
recognize the voices and 

programs?” Read 1 Samuel 3:1-
10. Ask: “Why did it take Samuel 
awhile to figure out who was 
talking? What are some ways God 
gets our attention? How can we 
recognize God’s voice?” 
 
Say What? Set out crayons, 
tape, and three pieces of paper. 
Say: “Let’s try to make the tallest 
telephone pole we can. But each 
of us can say only one word to 
communicate as we work.” Assign 
each person a nonsense word, 
such as booga-booga, grunky, or 
yowsa. Spend five minutes 
working and using the new 
language. Afterward, discuss: 
“What was easy or difficult about 
this project? What was it like to 
have language limits while we 
worked? How is communication a 
gift from God? How can we make 
sure we communicate wisely?” 
 
God Is Listening Have family 
members close their eyes and try 
to identify objects you drop (paper 
clip, pencil, coin, silverware, 
plastic cup, ping-pong ball, jingle 
bell, etc.). Afterward, ask how 
people knew what the items were. 
Say: “It’s very important to listen 
closely.” Read aloud Proverbs 2:2. 
Ask: “What are some ways you 
can ‘tune your ears to wisdom’ as 
you make choices about what to 
watch, play, and listen to?” 

“Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, 
and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think 
about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.” 

—Philippians 4:8, NLT 

Becoming Masters of Media 

CULTURE  
 & TRENDS 

 

The Value of Church Attendance 
Researchers say there’s a correlation 
between low church attendance and 
growing despair among young people. On 
the other hand, a strong relationship exists 
between regular church attendance and 
higher life satisfaction, stronger marriages, 
and better overall health. (lifezette.com) 

 

  QUICK STATS 

Preteen Perils During the 
preteen years, girls’ self-esteem drops an 
estimated 3.5 times more than their male 
counterparts does. (irishnews.com) 
 
What’s Your Resolution? Last year, 
“spending more time with family” was the 
10th most popular New Year’s resolution. 
(statisticbrain.com) 
 
Grab the Wipes! Certain viruses such 
as influenza can thrive on plastic toys for 
up to 24 hours. (globalnews.ca) 
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Serenity House Manager, Kim Reeder and Program Graduate, Terry Price, were recently 
recognized with a Certificate of Recognition for their quick efforts made during a severe medical 
emergency involving a current Samaritan Works resident. 

As a result of their efforts, this resident was issued immediate medical attention and was later 
admitted to the Miami Valley Hospital Intensive Care Unit where he was hospitalized for his 
ongoing health conditions. The resident recently underwent surgery and is recuperating in the 
home, but he will still need extensive rehabilitation. 

The Samaritan Works Family would like to congratulate Mr. Reeder and Mr. Price for their 
efforts, and we will continue to watch over the current resident and see him through the 
rehabilitation process. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeremy Morris, 
Executive Director 

Samaritan Works, Inc. 

Pictured: (left to right) 
Jeremy Morris and Kim Reeder 

Pictured: (left to right) 
Jeremy Morris and Terry Price 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1—New Year’s Day Service at 10 am 
2—Holiday – Church Office Closed 
8—Quest Confirmation Classes at 9:30 am in the Tabernacle, Level 2 
16—Martin Luther King Day 
19—4:32 Class begins at 6:30 in the Well, Level 2 
29—Membership Connect Class at 6:30 pm in the Well, Level 2 

 

12—Hitched Group at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall, Level 1 
14—Valentine’s Day 
23-26—Emmaus Women’s Walk #71 
 

 

1—Ash Wednesday 
4—Women’s Ministry – “Spring Up & Spiff Up” at 8 am – 3 pm 
12—Daylight Saving Time Begins – “Spring Forward” 
17—St. Patrick’s Day 
20—Spring Begins 
23-26—Emmaus Men’s Walk # 67 
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