
 
Roxy, my wife, just called me at the office. She said she was in 
Kroger, and one of the cashiers called her by name from an aisle 
two over and invited Roxy into a conversation. She doesn’t go to our 
church, and Roxy had never met her, but she watches us on 
Facebook Wednesdays when we do our evening devotion. She 
wanted Roxy to know that she really enjoys our little broadcast. 
Roxy and I both were in a little state of amazement that anyone 
watches us try to do our little 15 minutes of devotion, let alone a 
stranger, and then to think it was making an impact was just 
wonderful. Who would have thought someone was listening? 
 
Our grandson Jacob was in a basketball tournament in the area 
when an opposing player came up to him after the tournament and 
said that he liked the way Jacob played the game. Now Jacob is a 
good player if you will let me brag, but there are a lot of good 
players in a tournament like this. I think it was more than athletic ability that this boy 
admired. I believe it was how Jacob cares for his teammates, listens with respect to the 
coaches, and works hard on every play. That gets people’s attention and their admiration. 
Who would have thought someone was watching? 

 
I recently helped provide leadership on a Koinonia weekend in St. Marys. I use to be really 
involved in this program but had not been a part of it for maybe 20 years. A lady 
approached me and did one of those “do you remember me” quizzes. I did not. She began 
to tell me that her son was very sick and had been very sick for many years. She had to 
provide 24-hour care for him. Then she told me that something I said to her many years 
ago had helped her and sustained her when things had gotten difficult. She said that I 
played a significant role in her having faith and trust in God.   Who knew? Who would have 
thought that someone would remember something from so long ago? 
 
I went to a swim meet to watch Wesley, our oldest grandchild, swim. He did OK. He is 
good. I am bragging again. He is tall and has a dynamic personality. What I thought was 
interesting is how all the smaller children would come up to Wesley and tell him how they 
did after they competed. Wesley took the time to listen, encourage, and celebrate with 
each of them even when he was getting ready to swim himself. It was obvious—he was 
their champion. Their role model. I was so proud of him because he gifted every child with 
the love of Jesus, and they knew he genuinely cared for them. Who would have thought a 
little love and attention would mean so much? 
 
I think that is what God thought. I think that is a part of his plan. That as the church we 
could make an impact on the lives of others by what we do, what we say, how we live, and 
how we love. Every day we can never be certain what impact our life is having, but we can 
be certain that it is having an impact. What did people see when they watched you today? 
Who would have thought that what you did meant so much? 
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.   
  
Most of you will easily recognize those wonderful words of life from John 3:16-17 as 
written in the King James Version of the Holy Bible.  Alleluia!  Read them over again 
and rejoice! “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord 
has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”  (Psalm 118:22-23, Mt. 16:8, Mk. 
12:10-11, Acts 4:11 & 1 Peter 2:7)  Did you notice that there are 5 scripture 
references to those verses?   
 
It is vital that we remember the reason for God’s intervention on behalf of the sinners 
of the world.   “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus”. 
(Romans 3:23-24) Let us not forget that the cornerstone, the very foundation of our 
faith continues to be rejected.  It is soooooo important for Christians to pray for those 
who are rejecting our Lord and Savior.   

 
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to live when you followed the 
ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4But because of his great love for 
us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by 
grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  
Ephesians (2:1-10) 
 
Part of the good work that is vital for us to do is to pray for others. Through prayer, people are encouraged, 
strengthened, comforted, and challenged to commit their lives to Jesus Christ. In the near future, there will 
be two events in our county where we will have an opportunity to unite with others in prayer. The first will 
take place at the court house on May 3 beginning at noon—the National Day of Prayer. It is an opportunity 
for us to be connected with Christians throughout the United States as we pray for our government, our 
military, the media, businesses, the educational system, our churches, and our families. We will unite in 
prayer for our law enforcement officers and our first responders; our medical personnel and our judicial 
system.  Our nation needs our prayers.  Please join us and let your concerns be lifted to our merciful God. 
 
On May 5, we will join together with Christians from all over our county as we celebrate the ReviveOhio 
event that has been taking place in the county since last fall. This worship celebration will be held at 
Connection Point church on Campbell Road. We have joined together, united by the Holy Spirit, for this 
campaign as we claim this county in the name of Jesus Christ to be a Christian community lifting our voices 
to our Almighty God.  Our county, our community, our children, our youth, our young, middle-aged, and 
senior adults need our prayers.  Please join us and let your praise and prayers be lifted to our 
merciful God. 
 
I pray that “The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.”’  

     
Pastor Jane 
 

Jane Madden 
Care & Nurture  
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During Lent, we did a book series on the Apostles Creed.  We offered the class four 
times during the week and offered a group online using our Facebook page.  We had 
seventy people sign up and attend our weekly classes, and we had thirty-two people 
follow the Facebook group.  This six-week series focused on what Christians believe 
and why.   
 
In May, we are going to be offering another book series called “Living the Five.”  This 
will be a five-week series focusing on what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
The word “Christian” and “Disciple” should be interchangeable.  If we have confessed 
Jesus as Lord of our lives, then we should be growing in community, worship, 
service, and witness. This book series will teach five basic principles based on “The 
Great Commandment”, and “The Great Commission.”   
 
We hope you will join us for this five-week series coming up in May.  If you are 

interested, please let us know what days and times work best for you by calling Pastor Joshua Wynn at the 
church office at 937-492-9136. 
 

Joshua Wynn 

Associate Pastor 

jwynn@sidneyfirst.com 

937.492.9136 

 

 

In 2017, Tar Hollow celebrated 65 years of serving youth! 
What an awesome mission that has touched the lives of 
hundreds of youth and led many into the calling of ministry. 
Tar Hollow is completely self-funded with camper dues, 
monetary donations, and in-kind donations. Today, 70-75 
volunteers serve 140-150 campers. The all-volunteer staff 
provides parents affordable camper fees.  
 

Over the past 5-10 years, school start dates were impacting more campers. Some churches have 
stopped participating as their youth started school. Alternative camp sites were researched and 
visited while many prayers were lifted that an earlier week would become available at Tar Hollow. 

We are thrilled to share the 2018 dates are July 16th to July 21st
. Our prayers were answered! 

Interested campers can complete an online application by visiting:  
 

http://www.sidneyfirst.com/tar_hollow.aspx 
 
The featured keynote speaker for 2018 is Tommy Royce. He is the Bible Teacher and Chaplain at 
Troy Christian Schools serving 7

th
 through 12

th
 Graders. He is a member of Troy UMC. The camp 

theme will be “The Cross”. Please visit http://www.sidneyfirst.com/tar_hollow.aspx 
for more information. Donations are always accepted. Checks can be made payable to Tar Hollow 
and mailed or dropped off at the church. Consider sponsoring a camper’s scholarship at $125. In the 
past 2 years, we have provided over $5,000 in scholarships. God Bless! 

Scott and Holly Barr 

Camp Directors 
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Get Ahead provides “care packages” for students in Sidney City Schools’ elementary buildings that are 
diagnosed with head lice. Over 100 students each year are infested with head lice. Head lice can be an 
emotionally, physically, and financially draining experience. By providing a care package, our community 
service alleviates embarrassment and provides, free of charge, all the products necessary to get ahead of 
head lice, including education about head lice. 
 
Get Ahead has been in existence since 2013. There are no overhead or administrative costs. All group 
members volunteer their time.  All funding is through donations and fundraising. 
 
How can you get involved and help out?  
 
Sponsor a “care package” for $20. Sponsorship is tax deductible (34-4437205), and checks are to be written 
to Sidney First United Methodist Church. You must record Get Ahead on the Memo line. Kits include: Nix, hair 
clips, a small bottle of detergent, shampoo, ziplock bag, a garbage bag, a card, an educational video, and 
step-by-step directions. 
 
Enroll your Kroger Plus Card in the Community Rewards Program. You must first register your Kroger Plus 
Card online at www.kroger.com. Click on edit Kroger Community Rewards information, and input your Kroger 
Plus Card number. Enter the Get Ahead NPO number (83764). Select Get Ahead from the list and click 
confirm. Use your card when you check out, and your purchase goes toward money back for Get Ahead. If 
you use your phone number at the checkout and not a Kroger Plus Card, call 800-576-4377, select option 4, 
to get your card number. 
 Angie  Mentges, Chair 

FISH asked and we delivered! 

Thank you for supporting 

this ministry!  

Heartfelt Prayer Requests… 

Staff members praying over special 
requests written on hearts by congregation! 
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The 6:20 Capital Campaign Lead Team thanks you for your generous and Spirit-led response to our late 2017 
campaign. The purpose of the campaign was to raise funds and three-year commitments for several 
important updates that are needed around our historic downtown Sidney church. With your support, our 
campus will continue for many years as a place of vibrant ministry, actively connecting with and growing 
Christians, equipping and inspiring them to follow God and do His work in our community and the world. 
  
We will be providing regular updates on what we are able to accomplish through your giving. Your faithfulness 
follows I Timothy 6:20 – “Guard what has been entrusted to your care.” 
  
We now have a contract in place for the restoration of the stained glass windows in our sanctuary. The 
contractor will be preparing the required materials in coming months with installation anticipated in August 
2018. The window work needs to be done prior to one of our other major planned projects which is a new 
synthetic stucco system on the old part of our building to match the exterior of the north addition. That work is 
expected to be done in the summer of 2019. 
  
Additional projects being considered for 2018 include a new metal roof on the north addition to match the roof 
on the rest of the church, and also some re-sealing and other maintenance work on the exterior walls of the 
north addition. We apologize in advance and thank you for your cooperation and understanding of any 
disruptions the work on these various projects may cause. 
  
Thank you so much for supporting God ’s work in our community in this way. We are blessed with a 
wonderful, functioning facility that includes many spaces for learning, growth, and reflection. We thank you in 
advance for your fulfillment of your pledges. If you have not made a commitment to the 6:20 Campaign and 
would like more information, please contact the church office, and they will answer your questions; and, if you 
wish, connect you with a member of the campaign leadership team. 

Todd Miller, Chair 

6:20 Campaign 

tmiller@isaiahindustries.com 

937.492.9136 

Our Church Kitchen:  
 
After serving faithfully since 1987, our refrigerator 
finally died. The Emmaus Team agreed to replace it 
with a new one at a cost of $3,500.  At about the 
same time, our freezer died, and the trustees 
replaced it at a cost of $2,800. Both units are 
commercial models and supplied by Eck 
Refrigeration at their cost.        
 

From Your  
Trustees 

  

6:20  Campaign 
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First Ever Sidney First Garage Sale!  
 
The Garage Sale will be held in the Fellowship Hall  
9 a.m.— 4 p.m. on May 3-4 and  
9 a.m.— 1 p.m. on May 5 
 

Donation drop-offs are on Friday, April 27 (9 a.m.—4 p.m.); Saturday, April 28 (9 a.m.
—1 p.m.); and Sunday, April 29 (12 p.m.—4 p.m.)  
So start cleaning your closets, cabinets, basement and garage…we are asking for 
your donations.  
 
We are looking for items  
in the following categories: 
 
 Furniture  
 Bed and Bath  
 Kitchen and Dining  
 Home Décor  
 Holiday Décor  
 Toys and Games  
 Craft Supplies  
 Office Supplies  
 Media – Books, Videos, CD’s, DVD’s  
 Small Appliances and Electronics  
 Sporting Goods  
 Tools and Gardening Equipment  
 Pet Supplies  
 Clothing Accessories – Hats, Scarves, Shoes, Purses  
 Jewelry  

 
Please  gently worn and clean clothing...and bring adult clothing on hangers if possible. Other items 
gently used, clean and in working order, with no missing or broken parts, preferably with batteries if 
needed.  
          
We will price everything and provide you with a donation receipt.     
We will be happy to pick up large items with a team and truck, if you call the church…492-9136. 
Someone will contact you to set up a time of pick-up.     
      
The last day of the sale, and hour before the sale is over, we will clear the hall and sell bags for $5. 
Anything you can get in the bag! Deal!!!!!  
 
We also will need lots of help…to donate some time: 
 
Call Winky New at 937-538-0933….all kinds of jobs you can help with!     
           
So COME, DONATE, VOLUNTEER, BUY… for our first ever garage sale.  

Let us hear from you!   

May 3-5 

We cannot accept the 
following: 
 
 Guns 
 Large Appliances  
 Mattresses  
 Upholstered Furniture 
 Damaged or Unclean  
      Furniture 
 Baby Bottles, Cribs,  
      Playpens, Car Seats  
 Bicycle Helmets  
 Magazines  
 TV’s  
 Computers   
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April, May & June 2018 
 

Vacation Bible School 
June 25th thru 29th  9 am-12:15 pm 

Join us as we dive below the surface at 
"Shipwrecked—Rescued By Jesus!" Kids Age 5 

through 6th Grade will dive right into God’s 
love and purpose for each person to come to 

life like never before...touching lives, changing 
hearts, and drawing kids closer to the One 
who created them! All children from our   

community are invited to take part in this  
special week of Bible Discovery, Meaningful 

Mission, Imagination Station, Tropical Treats, 
KidVid Cinema, Ship Rec Games,  Castaway 
Sing & Play and Sail Away Send off—All         

interconnected experiences all unique and   
important to this life-changing experience.  

Children’s Ministry 

 

Why Do We Do VBS??  
Ever ask this question? 

 

Transforming Experiences—Kids discover that 

Jesus rescues them. Today’s generation is like no other 

in history! They’ve been “linked in” since day one with 
instant access to a sea of information. A constant media 
feed and increasing push toward excellence has led to 
waves of worries and struggles that kids have never 

faced  before. Kids leave Shipwrecked Vacation Bible 
School knowing that there is Someone bigger than their    

struggles, Someone stronger than their weakness, 
Someone who loves them unconditionally…. 

 

 

How can I help with VBS ? 
You Can Volunteer:  If you did not sign up at the end of Maker Fun Factory last year;  

don’t worry—you still have a chance. Forms are available on Level 5.   
 

You can help with Supplies: We will have supply slips on the bulletin board in the Gathering Place.  
If you could take a slip or two, purchase the supply, and return to Gathering Place with slip attached.   

 

Thank you for supporting VBS!!! 

 

Thank YOU! 
 

To those who week after week come 
and minister to the children of our 
church! Each week they spend an  

enormous amount of time and effort 
praying through and preparing a lesson 
that encourages boys and girls to form 

an intimate passionate life-changing  
relationship with Jesus Christ.     

Thank you for giving of your time, your 
gifts, and your talent to grow the next    

generation for our church and        
community. I pray you experience the 
joy and blessings of seeing children  
discover how much they are loved!! 



Because forgiveness is an abstract concept, 
it’s important to model it for kids of all ages. 
When you mess up, let your kids see you 
apologize. Be specific about what you’re 
apologizing for, and ask for forgiveness. 
When young children do something wrong, 
offer hugs and say, “I love you, and I forgive 
you.” Learn to apologize together by 
practicing it with your kids. Help your kids 
learn to say they’re sorry through nonverbal 
means (drawing a picture or giving a hug). 
During family prayers, practice saying, “I’m 
sorry.” Admit to Jesus that you’ve all made 
mistakes and are sorry; then ask for 
forgiveness together. Try these fun activities 
to emphasize the freedom that comes with 
forgiveness.  
 

Shake It Off—Use an Etch-A-Sketch toy to 
demonstrate the clean slate of Jesus’ 
forgiveness. Take suggestions for an item to 
draw, and after attempting it, express 
unhappiness with your artwork. Explain that 
one of the Etch-A-Sketch’s greatest features 
is its erasing ability. Turn the toy upside-down 
and give it a big shake. Read 1 John 1:9 and 
discuss these questions: What is sin? What 
does it mean to confess our sins? What 
happens when we confess our sins to Jesus? 
to each other? 
 

Forgotten and Forgiven—Pass around Silly 
Putty and comic strips. Show kids how to 
transfer pictures to the clay, stretch it, and 
then squeeze it into a ball to erase the 
pictures. After experimenting awhile, discuss 
these questions: How is erasing pictures like 
God forgiving us? How do you feel knowing 
that God doesn’t remember your sins? What 
makes it easy or hard to forgive other people? 
Close by reading Jeremiah 31:34 and 
Ephesians 4:32.    
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Time to Register!!! 
First Chance: July 16th & 17th K & 1st  
 Elementary 1: July 9th-12th 2nd–5th  
Elementary 2: July 23rd-26th 2nd–5th      
Jr. High Camp: June 25th-29th 6th-8th  
Sr. High Camp: June 18th-22nd 9th-12th  

College Age Retreat: Aug 3rd-5th 

HS Grads: 23yrs old   
Annual 5K Benefit: August 4th  

1/2 mile fun run for younger friends  

 

Contact Eileen Hix anytime          
if there is anything I can help with: 

ehix@sidneyfirst.com 
937-492-9136, Ext. 111 

 
 
 
 

 

Kidz First at Sidney First UMC 
 

 
 

 

 

Family Ministry 
 

We have a deep passion for helping families. We want 
marriages to be strong and loving. We want children to 
be given safe and nurturing homes. We want families 

with problems and struggles to have a safe place to 
receive help and comfort. We want families of all 

shapes, sizes, and design to know the loving presence of 
Jesus. We want to be a part of the solution to stop 

childhood poverty. We want all families to be welcomed 

and be a part of the greater family of God.   
  

 

Because Families  
 Matter! 
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Freely Forgiven 



 

26—Paws for Jesus Dog Obedience Training—7 p.m. 
29—Blue Sunday (for victims of child abuse) 
29—Compassion Sunday 

 
1—Living the Five Bible Study—1 p.m.—Jane Madden Teaching 
3—National Day of Prayer 
5—reviveOHIO All Day Outreach—Starts at 8 a.m. (call or text 638-1661 with questions) 
3-5—Church-Wide Garage Sale  
6—Living the Five Bible Study—10 a.m.—Dustin Cole Teaching 
6—Membership Dinner—5:30 p.m. (for those seeking membership) 
10—Human Trafficking Seminar—6:30 p.m. 
17—Living the Five Bible Study—6:30 p.m.—Joshua Wynn teaching 
20—Graduation Sunday 
20—Sunday Sundae (Fundraiser for Preschool Program) 
21—Preschool Graduation 
26—Sidney High School Graduation 
28—Memorial Day (church office closed) 
 

3-6—West Ohio Conference 
14-17—Emmaus Women’s Walk #75 
17—Father’s Day 
25-29—Vacation Bible School 

 

 

 

 

230 East Poplar Street 

Sidney, OH 45365 

 

Phone:  937.492.9136 

     Fax:  937.492.1409 

 

Email:  sidneyfirst@sidneyfirst.com 

  Web:  www.sidneyfirst.com 

  




