
 
We have an amazing opportunity for you this next year. Take a 
moment and see how we believe we will be the church triumphant in 
2018. 
 
On an ever-increasing number of occasions, I am reminded that I 
am old. Usually this occurs around some new technological 
opportunity that someone has discovered of which I am totally 
clueless. Not only do I not know about it, but when they begin to 
describe how it works and what it does, my mind goes into a shut- 
down mode because it is just irrelevant to me. I am not going to use 
it, and I am not interested in how great it is because it doesn’t 
matter to my life.  
 
To my disappointment, I recently read a book by the Barna 
research group that explained how in much of our American society 
Christians are seen as irrelevant. The authors, Kinnaman and Lyons, write that their 
research shows “for increasing millions of people in the wider culture, Christianity feels 
like a long list of rules that matter to someone else.”* They go on to say that “three in five 
American Christians are mostly inactive in their faith.” “They tell us they are just too busy, 

church is boring, and that it is a way of life that matters to somebody else.” Like my 
discussion over the latest technological gadget, the Christian faith just doesn’t seem to 
matter to many anymore. 
 
There appears to be a couple of reasons for this. One is our society has lost its memory of 
the significant contributions Christians have made in the past. The contributions of 
Christians over the years in industry, education, politics, and social justice are well 
documented for the those who wish to know. This is not only true in the past but continues 
to be true today. “Many fail to see the tangible, far-reaching good churches and faith-based 
organizations do in and for our shared society,” the authors tell us. 
 
The other reason is that our culture’s underlying moral and ethical standard has become 
“do what you want as long as you don’t hurt anybody.” Living faithfully under the lordship of 
Christ is increasingly irrelevant. We as Christians contribute to this perception for in many 
cases we adopt the culture rather than live counter-culturally as Jesus calls us to do, 
thoughtlessly consuming the products, ideas, and aspirations of the culture. We have lived 
into the concern of Jesus expressed in his Sermon on the Mount, (Matthew 5). We have 
lost our saltiness. 
 
Another way we contribute to this perception of irrelevance is we don’t brag about what we 
do. People don’t really know the contributions we make. Bragging seems like, well 
bragging. Yet, by not telling our story, people never know how we made a significant 
difference in our communities. 
 
We want to help change people’s perception of the church. We want to designate 2018 as 
“for one another.” We want to seek ways to enter our communities we assist and support. 
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We want to join non-profits in serving the area. We want to come along side those who need a little help. We 
want to encourage random acts of kindness and then tell the stories on Sunday. Not to brag but to celebrate. 
We want people to know we are for them and that we are anything but irrelevant. Our effort to start “for one 
another” begins in April. Until then we need ideas, helpers, and individuals that will live their lives for the glory 
of God. We hope we can count on you. (*See book Good Faith by Kinnaman and Lyons) 
 

Needed: Someone with the Spiritual gift of administration to help us have a garage sale. In January, 
we will be challenging our members to live with a little less. We are expecting this to cause a few people to 
say we ought to get rid of a few things. We believe a large church-wide garage sale could be very successful 
and monies raised could help one of the many needy projects the church is involved with. Pray about this idea 
and see if God is calling you to lead. Many other volunteers will be needed to help so let us know if we can 
count on you for some assistance. 
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In 2017, Tar Hollow celebrated 65 years of serving youth! 
What an awesome mission that has touched the lives of 
hundreds of youth and led many into the calling of ministry. 
Tar Hollow is completely self-funded with camper dues, 
monetary donations, and in-kind donations. Today, 70-75 
volunteers serve 140-150 campers. The all-volunteer staff 
provides parents affordable camper fees.  
 

Over the past 5-10 years, school start dates were impacting more campers. Some churches have 
stopped participating as their youth started school. Alternative camp sites were researched and 
visited while many prayers were lifted that an earlier week would become available at Tar Hollow. 

We are thrilled to share the 2018 dates are July 16th to July 21st
. Our prayers were answered! 

Interested campers can complete an online application starting in April 2018 by visiting:  

http://www.sidneyfirst.com/tar_hollow.aspx. 
 
The featured keynote speaker for 2018 is Tommy Royce. He is the Bible Teacher and Chaplain at 
Troy Christian Schools serving 7

th
 through 12

th
 Graders. He is a member of Troy UMC. The camp 

theme will be “The Cross”. Please visit www.sidneyfirst.com/camps/tar hollow for more information. 
Donations are always accepted. Checks can be made payable to Tar Hollow and mailed or dropped 
off at the church. Consider sponsoring a camper’s scholarship at $125.00. In the past 2 years, we 
have provided over $5,000.00 in scholarships. God Bless! 

Scott and Holly Barr 

Camp Directors 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.sidneyfirst.com_tar-5Fhollow.aspx&d=DwMFAg&c=3buyMx9JlH1z22L_G5pM28wz_Ru6WjhVHwo-vpeS0Gk&r=41_yNXx-x1xo_-zyTTAbU79mB_KaXlRDkPt0ER7GKJg&m=sj3J3kQHrmo7NMeVLvb-Va5BjoYzNZgJzEtod3kPOHM&s=gO-0xBOhRdThNFFNtqiu


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

-Page 3- 

Jane Madden 

Pastor of Care & Nurture 

jmadden@sidneyfirst.com 

937.492.9136 

I think it would be safe for me to say that the majority of us spend a lot of time in preparation for events that 
we have determined are really important events in our lives. We plan for graduations, 
birthday parties, vacations, college, purchasing a vehicle, and a home. We plan for 
decorations, gifts, clothing, and furniture. We even make certain we have planned for 
the money to be available so that we’re able to bring home souvenirs from events so 
we can remember the joy of the experience.  
 
We plan for holidays, complete with lawn ornaments, be it Valentine’s Day, Easter, 
Fourth of July, Halloween, Thanksgiving, or Christmas. Magazines are filled with ideas 
just waiting to be gleaned by those who decorate their homes lavishly. Those 
decorations have spawned the storage industry so people can plan where to stash all 
of the bounty in the off season. 
 
We plan for sports extravaganzas so we’re well prepared when the “big game” 
comes on, and we have all the appropriately themed party supplies and goodies to 
accompany our viewing pleasure. 
 
As I’ve thought of all the planning we do, I’ve noticed that there is one particular season that normally gets 
ignored. Lent. Be honest. When is the last time you can recall planning ahead for the Lenten Season? It’s 
almost here. As a matter of fact, this year it begins on February 14. My thought is that Ash Wednesday and 
Valentine’s Day being that same day is (pardon my out-of-date language skills) super-fantastic.  
 
Valentine’s Day—the day when we express our love to that special someone in our lives. The day for 
chocolates and red roses. 
 
Ash Wednesday—the beginning of the Lenten Season. It emphasizes our sin followed by a sincere desire 
for repentance in light of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ. 
 
See, they’re both about love. God’s love.  
 
As the day draws nearer, you might begin planning so you’re ready when it gets here. Think of it this way; 
the chocolate represents your human desires and the red roses represent the blood of Christ. Hmmmmmm. 
 
All of the events I mentioned earlier normally begin with a complete cleaning of your home. What if you 
planned, during Lent, to do a complete cleaning of your inner being? What if you start now to clear from your 
life those things that separate you from the love that God so lavishly wants to send your way?  
 
I have an idea that you will find your Easter to be a greatly enhanced day of celebration focused on God’s 
redemptive love for you through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Jane Madden 
Care & Nurture  
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Lent is a time to reflect, and prepare for the coming of 
Easter. A time of self-examination in which we focus intently 
on our relationship with God. During the Lenten season, we 
are called upon to “repent and believe the Gospel.”  
 
What does it mean to believe something? What if I asked 
you “What do you believe?” It is a simple question, but one 
with huge implications. What we believe shapes how we 
see the world. Our beliefs shape how we see those around 
us and even ourselves. What we believe even carries over 
into how we think, and what we do. Our beliefs shape our 
goals, our dream, and even our values. Simply, our beliefs 

help shape who we are. The Church has passed on a particular set of core beliefs in the Apostles Creed. I 
invite you to read aloud the creed and reflect on what it says we believe as a church.  
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Apostles Creed has been around since the second or third century and has been in its current form 
around the 400s. It has been a long-standing tradition in churches of different denominations. These are the 
essential beliefs we affirm as believers in Christ as the hope our of salvation.  
 
We want to invite you on a six-week sermon series and Bible Study based on these core beliefs found in the 
Apostles’ Creed. Join us as we dive into what we believe and why they are important to you and me.  
 
For more information, contact Associate Pastor Joshua Wynn.  

Joshua Wynn 

Associate Pastor 

jwynn@sidneyfirst.com 

937.492.9136 
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Hello! 
 
My name is Ed Skidmore, and I am looking forward to serving as our church Council President in the coming 
term. I pray to serve in unity and in God’s love. I am also looking forward to meeting new people! 
 
I have been married to my dear wife, Kelli, for 17 years, and we have been blessed with three children, Corey, 
age 23, Allie, age 16, and Addie, also age 16. Yes……twins! We live in Anna. Corey lives and works in 
Centerville. 
 
I have been a lifelong member of the Methodist Church. My wife and I both grew up in Pennsylvania, and we 
have lived in the Sidney area for over 20 years. I have worked for Emerson Copeland for nearly 30 years in 
engineering and management. 
 
I am blessed and humbled to take part in a role that can help to preserve the legacy of Sidney First! This 
church is full of wonderful, caring, dedicated, and God-loving people, and I have witnessed many, many times 
when that care and spirit of willing servanthood has been displayed in many different causes and benefits for 
many people. That makes me very proud to be a part of this! 
 
My family and I pray that each and every one of you had a blessed, safe, and spirit-filled Christmas season, 
and have a prosperous and Happy New Year! 
 

May God Bless you, 
 
Ed 
 

Ed Skidmore 

Church Council President 

937.492.9136 

 

 
Keep up to date with activities of our church 

by visiting: 
 

www.sidneyfirst.com 
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Each year Sidney First Women's Ministry coordinates the collection of boxes for Samaritan Purse, 
Operation Christmas Child from You! 
 
This year, your generosity filled 115 boxes with love, toys and other treats, which were shipped all 
around the world! 
 
Thank you, Kathy Husemann and your two helpers for collecting boxes from Sidney First UMC and 
delivering the boxes to a local church to be shipped. 

 
After sharing the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus said “Go and do likewise.” That is the mission of 
Samaritan's Purse—to follow the example of Christ by helping those in need and proclaiming the hope 
of the Gospel. 
 
For more information visit:  https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/ 

Update 
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Revival is still alive in Shelby County!  Here are the statistics from our November’s 
and December's Outreach. 
 
You know that numbers do not tell the whole story.  Statistics plus testimonies, 
requests for discipling, plus prayer requests form a clearer picture of an Outreach. 
 
Share your stories and share your experiences from Outreaches! 
 
Do you need more information?    Contact:  Paula Lang  937-678-1661 
 
The next Outreach is on February 3, 2018 
at 9 a. m. to 1 p.m.  
at the First Church of the Nazarene, 1899 Wapakoneta Avenue, Sidney. 

 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated in Shelby County’s first 
reviveOHIO :: Shelby County Outreach hosted by Russell Road 
Church!!! 
 
 
              100 Individuals went out on 
 
                19 Teams 
 
                  3 People were paired for discipling 
 
                 1 Person gave their life to Christ! 
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(Tar Hollow Presenter) 
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As many of you know, Sidney First Church has successfully kicked off a “three-year” congregational 
commitment to the “6:20 Capital Campaign” to perform necessary maintenance to our beautiful church 
building. Our goal is to fix it up so it will last well into the future for following generations to enjoy debt free.  
 
Because of SFUMC Foundation is one of the nonprofit organizations who invest with the Community 
Foundation of Shelby County, we were chosen to participate in a Match Day Program to celebrate the 65th 
Anniversary of the Community Foundation. The Community Foundation collected $65,000 from business and 
individuals across the county, offering a match up to $5,000 for each participant! All funds collected would 
then be “sent” to the nonprofit to be used as needed, along with $5,000 matched funds. I’m excited to report, 
that all 13 of the nonprofits who were invited to participate met their match and beyond! This was especially 
amazing for Sidney First as we did not advertise, because we were in the middle of the 6:20 Capital 
Campaign. Thankfully, we knew that the $5,000 would be met by an anonymous donor! Joyfully, we received 
$1,600 above the $5,000 needed! Our total check to Sidney First was $11,600! This has helped us with a 
good start for the 6:20 Campaign. Thanks to all of you who contributed to this match day program! 
 
Also, as we begin a new year, we say “see you later” to a few board members: Terri Cooper, Rita Gilfillen, 
Eric Ditmer, and Bruce Boyd; and welcome new members. The members of the Foundation Board for 2018 
are: Chairperson, Darlene Craver; Senior Pastor, David Chivington; Church Council Chair, Ed Skidmore; 
Kathleen Schmidt; Jeff Van Treese; Roger Sidle; Jane Witt; Deborah Adkins; Brent Clinehens; Phil Valentine; 
Jana Potts; Rich Wallace, Secretary; and Connie Lunsford, Treasurer. Many thanks to those going off the 
board and a big welcome to those coming on.  
 
We look forward to all of God’s Blessings in 2018! 
 
Darlene Craver, Chair 
Sidney First Foundation 
 
The Foundation’s primary purpose is to receive, hold and administer bequests, trusts and gifts made to the 
church. The Sidney First Foundation operates exclusively for the benefit of Sidney First UMC.  
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Life is busy, kids are busy, and the teens of course…are teens! In the past few months we have taken 
them hiking, haunted housing, and then in November, we had our Olde Lock-In. Throughout the evening 
many characters from the Old Testament came to visit and share their stories with the teens. We had “City 
of Bright” as our evening entertainment. We didn’t lose anyone and no one got hurt, so overall, what a 
success! Please know that we could not have done this without your prayers, your donations, 
volunteering, and support. So THANK YOU CHURCH!! December was ice skating, and I know it may be 
mean, but boy was it funny watching your kids slide across the ice! And you can’t believe how much they 
love Wendy’s 4 for 4! In January we joined the church for “Love Your Neighbor” and game night. But the 
kids mostly liked the free chili and hotdogs. I love how much they love food!! LOL!  March is another lock-
in so please watch for donation slips and etc. We could use your help! This one is all about Jesus and his 
disciples. Why and How God picks the most unlikely people to follow him. Lessons have been great and 
discussions have been deep. We followed the “Knot Series” that Pastor Chivington had. It was pretty cool 
because each Youth Leader took the time and gave a lesson for the kids each week. We had the “Big 
Talk” in a 3-part series by Levi Lusko called Swipe Right. Each part introduced deeper discussions and 
deeper talks. We are looking forward to our upcoming events and lessons.  
 
Switching gears…we have seven youth currently in Confirmation Class. Getting them to talk was so hard 
at the beginning, but it’s crazy how you see these bonds forming and how much they converse now. I am 
so blessed to be a part of this. We are looking at Confirmation being in April. 
 
That’s all we have so far! Thank you for allowing us to teach and most of all, love your children! 
 
Mike and Betsy Martin 
 
 

 

Betsy Martin—937.638.4969  

Mike Martin—419.234.8578  

Youth Directors  

b_martin2013@hotmail.com  
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January, February, & March 2018 

The Christmas 
Musical was 

PHENOMENAL!!! 

Congratulations to everyone 
involved with the Christmas  
Musical. It was wonderful to 
watch all of the Kids show 

their  Love for Jesus.  
Special thanks go out to the 

Parents who make this  
possible by getting everyone 

here to practice and  
practicing your child’s part 

with them at home.  
Thanks also go out to all the 

movers and shakers who 
make this all work:  

Lisa Whittenberger, Kelli 
Doty, Jeff VanTilburgh,  

Kathi Hart, Lainey Luginbill, 
Shelbie Miller, Karen 

Davidson, Diana & Tim 
Schutte.  



Lord Jesus—We join in 
prayer together for the 
Children and Families of 

our community and 
throughout the World that 
all might know You! May all 

who know You have a 
renewing of their faith. 

May families make You the 
foundation of their lives. 
Help us to serve You. May 
we show Your love, grace, 
and forgiveness. In Your 
precious name we pray. 

Amen  

Contact me anytime if there is anything I can do to help: 
ehix@sidneyfirst.com   

937-492-9136, Ext. 111 
Watch for info on Facebook:  

Kidz First at Sidney First UMC 

 

 

Important, Important 
Super Important! 

 
We still need your updated 
information. Each year, we 

ask you to fill out a new 
registration card for your 
child or grandchild. There 

are several important 
reasons why we do this. 

 
1. Allergies (can change) 
 
2.  Address or phone 
number could have changed 
 
3.  Photo release so we can 
use pictures from the 
activities of the kids  
  
We appreciate your help!! 

 

Get your kids involved in  
Children's Ministry.   

We have a great time on  
 

Sunday Mornings: 
 

Jr. Church 9 am-10 am 
 

God’s Armor 10-11 am 
 

Sunday School 11 am-12 pm 
 

Each of these times for the kids 
are interactive ways to invite kids 

in, learn more and grow in their 
faith, while giving them 

opportunities to learn about their 
gifts, and encouraging them to go 

out and share their love for 
Jesus.                  

 

   Wednesday Nights:  
 

 Kidz First Choir 6-6:30 pm 
All kids that are interested— 

Preschool thru 6th Grade 
 

Cool Kidz 6:30-8 pm 
Preschool Group 

Kindergarten– 4th Grade 
 

Waveriders 6:30-8 pm 
5th –6th Graders 

 

On Wednesday nights, we start 
with choir. Then we all meet 

together in the big room on the 
Fifth Level for announcements. 
Next we split for worship time, 

lessons, small group, and 
activities. We split into groups to 
gear the learning & fun to each 

age appropriate level. 

 

 

Presents for the 
Animal Shelter!! 

 

After our musical this 

Christmas, we had our annual 

Birthday Party for Jesus! We 

encouraged the kids and 

families to bring something to 

give to SCARF (Shelby County 

Animal Rescue Foundation). The 

mission of SCARF is to raise 

funds to support the Shelby 

County Animal Shelter in safe 

adoptions, education and 

community outreach concerning 

abused and neglected animals, 

medical procedures, eliminating 

euthanasia of adoptable 

animals, and maintaining best 

practices. As a Ministry we feel 

it is super important to give 

kids the opportunity to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus in our 

community! 
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11—Anxious for Nothing Five-Week Class—6:30 p.m. (Pastor Jane Leading) 
14—Hitched Group in the Fellowship Hall, Level 1—6:30 p.m. 
15—Martin Luther King Day 
18—Women’s Bible Study at Cynthia McRill’s Home—9:30 a.m.

 
3—reviveOH Outreach—Sidney First Church of the Nazarene—9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
12—Hitched Group in the Fellowship Hall, Level 1—6:30 p.m. 
14—Valentine’s Day 
14—Ash Wednesday 
Six-Week Lent Study begins with several dates to choose from: 
15—Apostle “Creed” Study—6:30 p.m. (Pastor Eileen Leading) 
18—Apostle “Creed” Study—6:30 p.m. (Pastor Joshua Leading) 
20—Apostle “Creed” Study—1 p.m. (Pastor Jane Leading) 
21—Apostle “Creed” Study—6:30 p.m. (Pastor David Leading) 

22—Emmaus Women’s Walk #74 
 

1—Ash Wednesday 
3—Women’s Ministry—Journey to a Joy-Filled Life—9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
3—reviveOH Outreach—First Baptist Church— 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
11—Daylight Saving Time Begins—Spring Forward 
11—Hitched Group in the Fellowship Hall, Level 1—6:30 p.m. 
17—St. Patrick’s Day 
20—Spring Begins 
22—Emmaus Men’s Walk #70 

 

 

 

 

230 East Poplar Street 

Sidney, OH 45365 

 

Phone:  937.492.9136 

     Fax:  937.492.1409 

 

Email:  sidneyfirst@sidneyfirst.com 

  Web:  www.sidneyfirst.com 

  


