
We love our church!  We are coming close to celebrating 200 years 
of serving Jesus in Sidney. The location near the Court House and 
near the square places us in a strategic place to be in the center of 
ministry in the community. Our building, which was built in 1867, has 
some of those features that are rarely duplicated in newer buildings.  
Tall ceilings, beautiful woodwork, and stain glass are part of the 
uniqueness of a building almost 150 years old.  We could never 
afford to build a building like this again, which is a part of our need 
to have a conversation with you. 
 
The Trustees have had some conversations recently they think you 
should hear.  On Sunday, April 17, 2016, following each worship 
service, the Leadership of the church invite you to join them as they 
explain some of their goals for the future maintenance of the 
church building.  They will share their concerns about financing these projects, our present 
financial situation, and our need for your help in making our future plans. This is not a 
meeting leading to a vote of any kind.  It is strictly informational; what they call a “town hall 
meeting”, but your feedback is incredibly important and your understanding of the vision 
and hopes of the Trustees is vital.  We really hope that you will make one of the “town hall” 
meetings. 

  
Critical to the work of the Trustees has been the ongoing 
conversations the Leadership has been conducting around the 
vision of the church. Committee meetings have been held over the 
last few months and the work of the groups has produced some very 
wonderful conversations. Three focuses are very clear. We want to 
be a church where people are transformed by the Holy Spirit. Our 

desire is to be a church that welcomes, loves and helps people become what God wants 
them to become.  The second part of the vision is our desire to reach out to the lost, 
broken, and unchurched. We have searched the scripture and believe that personal 
transformation leads to concern and compassion for the lost.  Finally, we share a concern 
about families. We see many marriages in distress, families living in dysfunctional homes, 
kids coming to school with physical needs and spiritual needs, and many parents with the 
inability to help themselves or their children.  We want to help our families. 
 
As our Leadership moves to create strategic plans to address this vision, the flexibility of 
our building becomes an issue.  Several years ago, as part of “reaching for the future” 
money was set aside for the possible expansion to new property.  This possible expansion 
has to be considered if we are to be faithful to the vision God has placed on our hearts. 
 
Of course this makes the work of the Trustees very challenging.  So again, they want you 
to walk with them, hear their vision, understand their concerns and restrictions, and pray 
with them.  Please join them, as the body of Christ, at our “town hall” meetings in April, so 
we are all moving forward together in the name of Christ.  
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We are nearing the end of another amazing year at the COOL Preschool. Our 
sincere thanks to each of you who helped support this ministry this year! 
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 15, for the annual “Sundae Sunday” 
Fundraiser! After both services, our preschool families will serve up yummy sundaes 
for a donation of any amount. Come meet our families and support this ministry! 
  
The Preschool is now enrolling for the 2016-17 school year. Our mission is to enable preschool-aged children 
to develop physically, mentally, and spiritually in a loving and safe Christian environment. Knowing that a key 
factor in the development of the child is their home life, we aim to foster the growth of emotionally healthy 
families through events, resources, and programs which teach the importance of a God-centered home. If you 
have a potty-trained child, ages 3-5, and are interested in this State-Licensed program, please contact us. The 
tuition is $95 per month. Spaces are filling up! 
  
Thank you again for being Jesus to these kids with your prayers and support. You are a blessing!  
 
Vickie Schwepe 

Preschool Administrator 

Email: vschwepe@sidneyfirst.com 
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Sometimes a story you hear puts an idea or concept into a brand new perspective; making it sink into your 
mind and heart just a little bit deeper.  The following is one of those stories for me when it comes to understanding 
the trust that God calls us to have in Him. It was written by New York Times best-selling author and president of 
Proverbs 31 Ministries, Lysa TerKeurst. I hope it moves you as it did me. 
 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, ’ says the LORD 
Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have room enough for it’” (Malachi 3:10). 
 

I consider myself a generous person, but sometimes I’m hesitant to be 
fully generous. The kind of generous where the only way to fill the gap 
between what I’m comfortable giving and what I feel God calling me to give is 
sheer trust that I’m hearing God correctly.  A million “what ifs” nag at my mind 
telling me to pull back my hand from offering too much. Other people can be 
that generous. Not me. Not with five kids—two still in college and two more 
heading that way.  But then I clearly feel the tug to do what only makes sense 
if God Himself tells me to do it.  
 

Open my hand. Fill my world with trust. Bigger trust. Mighty trust. The kind of trust I know would please God. 
I was reminded of what this kind of trust looks like several years ago while running errands with my daughter, Hope.  
I was going through a fast-food drive-thru that day when I realized I didn’t have enough cash on me to pay for the 
lunch I’d ordered for Hope and myself. I knew Hope, who had just celebrated her ninth birthday, had received a ten-
dollar bill as a gift from her aunt. I asked Hope if I could borrow just a few dollars to make up for my shortage, and I 
promised I would pay her back. She refused, explaining that she was seeing some of her friends that afternoon and 
wanted to show them her ten-dollar bill. It just would not be the same to show them a five-dollar bill and a couple of 
ones. No, she insisted, she had to keep her ten-dollar bill for herself.  I asked her if she trusted that I would pay her 
back. She said she did, but I might not pay her back with a ten-dollar bill. She did not want two fives. She did not 
want ten ones. She did not want any combination of bills. She wanted a ten. A ten-dollar bill would, after all, be much 
more impressive to her friends. 
 

As it was approaching my turn at the drive-through window, I got more aggressive with my offer. I told her I would not 
only give her the change from her original ten-dollar bill, which was going to be about seven dollars, but that I would 
also give her another ten-dollar bill later. Even this offer was not enough to release her tight grip on her beloved bill. 
She did not want a ten-dollar bill later because she might miss showing off to her friends today. 
 

Did my sweet daughter not realize that I had the ability to bless her with many ten-dollar bills? Did she not 
trust me?  Finally, when we were at the window, Hope begrudgingly gave me the money. How it disappointed 
me that she would not willingly release the ten-dollar bill. 
 

How it must disappoint God when we do this very same thing.  You see, I had special knowledge that Hope 
did not have. I knew that waiting in our mailbox at home was another birthday card—one from her grandmother that 
contained a whopping fifty dollars! Her ten-dollar bill would pale in comparison. 
 

Likewise, God has special knowledge in our lives. He has blessings for the radically obedient that make the 
dime-store stuff we are so intent on holding on to pale in comparison. 
 

The question is, do we trust Him?  Do we trust that He will bless us?  Do we trust that His blessings are 
infinitely better than what He might first ask us to release?  Sacrificial giving is one of the few times God 
asks us to test Him. Yet so many times I’ve found myself unwilling, like Hope, to accept the challenge. I’ve been 
willing to tithe but not willing to go beyond what I felt comfortable giving. 
 

Leaving our comfort zone, however, is the very place God calls us to. He wants us to venture into truly 

abundant giving. He wants us to get out from under our own limited thoughts about money and accept His invitation 
to become radically obedient with what we own. Is it easy? No. But slowly I’m learning that living like I 
really trust God sometimes requires me to give up what was never really mine. 
 
Lord Jesus, help us to trust You more.   

 
Rusty Schwepe, Chair 

Stewardship Committee 
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Wednesday, April 13 
 

Serving 7:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 
 

Sidney First United Methodist Church 
 

Tickets:  $7—Adults  $3—Under 12 
 

“All the pancakes you care to eat” 
 

Includes sausage and beverage 

Sunday, May 15 
 

(after both services) 
 

Preschool families will be serving 
“sundaes” for a  donation. 

 
Come meet our families and support 

this ministry of the church. 

Please bring food donations  
for local food pantries! 

Sundae Sunday 



 
 
 
 
Tijuana, Mexico 2016- Are you called to go? 
 
 
Last July, 2015, ten of us ventured off to Tijuana, Mexico, as we felt the call, or the urging from God, to go and 
serve at the Tijuana Christian Mission (TCM) orphanage.  We were greeted with beautiful blue skies and 
wonderful people.  We were able to do different tasks around the orphanage like cleaning, painting, taking 
food to "the dump," and playing with the kids. It was not all work either as we were able to watch the sunset 
over the Pacific Ocean, go shopping downtown, walk the boardwalk by the ocean, eat AMAZING food, and 
sing and hang out with all the kids. 
 
Many of you may have met, or heard us talk about, Sara Gomez.  Sara is the director of TCM and has visited 
Sidney First in the past, most recently this past November.  We have a relationship with Sara and TCM that 
dates back over 10+ years.  We have had teams in the past help build their second campus in Rosarito, one 
of which I was a part of.  I remember about 10 years ago when I helped dig the trench for their water tower.  It 
has been amazing to go back and see the Rosarito campus flourish! 
 
We would like to continue our relationship with TCM and have a mission trip scheduled for June 29-July 5, 
2016.  We have a team of 10 going so far and would love to get to the 15 person mark.  There is still time to 
join our team!  The cost will be somewhere around $900 (we will know more as we get airfare information; this 
does NOT include cost for a passport @ $150).  We will do a few fundraisers as well as give you ideas how to 
raise money yourself.  One of our team members last year raised all his money sending letters to loved 
ones.  It can be done with some work and dedication. This trip is not a youth trip!  This is open for anyone that 
wants to go, as long as they are 7th grade or older (anyone younger than 7th grade must be accompanied by 
a parent). 
 
If you are interested in going and have questions or you know that you want to go, please contact David 
Porath ASAP (dporath@sidneyfirst.com)!  I would be happy to answer any questions and/or concerns.  Please 
pray and see if God is calling you to join our team in working, playing, and ministering to the Tijuana Christian 
Mission! 
 
          David Porath 

          Youth Pastor 

          dporath@sidneyfirst.com 

          937.492.9136 

 
 
Upcoming Events: 
April 10—Confirmation Sunday 
May 18—End-of-School Year Picnic 
June 23-25—Spirit Song (7 tickets remaining at $120) 
June 29-July 5—Tijuana Mission Trip 
August 6-13—Tar Hollow 
 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/sidneyfirstyouth 
Our Twitter page:  www.twitter.com/sidney1styouth 
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Want to get plugged in? 

We have a shadow program where you can come 
and check out what we do and see if serving 

children and families is for you! 

Thank YOU! 
How do we really say an adequate thank you for 

those who week after week come and minister to 
the children of our church? Each week they 

spend an enormous amount of time and effort 
praying through and preparing a lesson that 

encourages  boys and girls to form a personal 
relationship with Christ. Thank you for giving of 
your time, you gifts, and your talent to grow the 

next generation of our church. 

Calendars & Newsletters! 
 On the first day of every month, there is a 

new calendar for all the upcoming events 

along with a parent newsletter with family 

ideas on deepening your faith and 

encouraging your children in their growth. 

On the wall by the elevator on the 5th floor.  
   

 

Camp Union Dates to Remember!! 
Time to Register!!! 

 
First Chance: July 18th & 19th K & 1st  
 Elementary 1: July 11th-14th 2nd–4th  
Elementary 2: July 25th-28th 3rd–5th      

Jr. High Camp: June 27th-July 1st 6th-8th  
Sr. High Camp: June 20th-24th 9th-12th  

College Age Retreat: Aug 5th-7th 
HS Grad- 23 yrs. old   

Annual 5K Benefit: August 6th  
1/2 mile Fun Run for younger friends  

          

April, May &  June  2016 

VBS—June 20th thru 24th  9am-12:15      
Join us as we embark on a spelunking good time at 

"Cave Quest," where Children age 5 through 6th grade 
will go deep underground to find the light of Jesus. All 
children from our community are invited to take part 
in this special week of Deep Bible Quests, Meaningful 

Mission, Imagination Station, Cavern Cafe, KidVid   
Cinema, Spelunker Sports & Games, Sing & Play Rock 

and Cave Quest Closing  all designed to help reinforce 
simple Bible truths.  

 
How can I help with VBS ? 

 

Volunteers:  If you did not sign at the end of 
Everest last year; don’t worry—you still have a chance. 

Forms are available on the Fifth Floor.   
Supplies: We will have supply slips on the bulletin 
board in the Gathering Place. If you could take a 
slip or two, purchase the supply, and return it to  

the Gathering Place with slip attached.   
Thank you for supporting VBS!!! 

Contact me anytime if there is anything I can help with! 
ehix@sidneyfirst.com,  492-9136, Ext. 111 

Watch for info on Facebook:  
Kidz First at Sidney First UMC 

Children’s and Family Ministry 
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Upcoming Church and Community Events 

Sunday—April 17 
 

5:00—6:30 p.m. 
 

Church Fellowship Hall 
 

Cost:   
Freewill Offering  

 
Purpose: 

Benefit Tijuana Missions Trip 

Thursday—May 5 
 

12:00—1:00 p.m. 
 

On the Square 
Downtown Sidney 

 
Featuring: 

Prayer 
Music 

Historical Figures 
Brown bag lunch offered 

Saturday—May 7 
 

10:00—11:30 a.m. 
 

Christian Academy School 
 

Featuring: 
Prayer 
Music 

Living Actors 
Light Brunch 



 

 

 

 

 
 

10 - Confirmation Sunday 
13 - Kiwanis’ Pancake Days – Fellowship Hall 
17 - Town Hall Meetings – Fellowship Hall 
 Following 9 am & 11 am Services 
17 - Tijuana Mission Fundraiser—5 p.m. 
24 - Compassion Sunday 
24 - Church-wide Movie, “War Room” 

 

  5 - National Day of Prayer—Courthouse Square—12 p.m. 
  7 - Community Prayer Breakfast—Christian Academy—10 a.m.   
  8 - Mother’s Day 
15 - Preschool “Sundae Sunday” 
17 - Preschool Graduation 
22 - Graduation Sunday 

 

5-8 - Annual Conference at Lakeside 
19 - Father’s Day 
20-24 - Vacation Bible School   
26 - VBS Sunday 
29 - July 5  Mission Trip – Tijuana, Mexico 
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