
 
 

The difference between congregations are becoming greater 
with the passage of time.  The safe assumption today is that 

no two are alike.  Each congregation has its own culture. 
    

     ~Lyle Schaller 
 

 
What are we uniquely able to do in Sidney, Ohio? This was the 
question that 30 some people gathered to answer in the fall of 
2015. It was a leadership meeting that brought together members 
of the Church Council, Pastor Parish Relations Committee and 
Staff. Their goal was to embrace the disciplines of careful 
observation, vibrant imagination, and demanding collaboration and forge a vision of what 
God is uniquely doing in our church’s unique context. We wanted to embrace our 
uniqueness, celebrate it and then leverage it so we could serve God purposefully. 
 
This was hard work, spread over months of prayer and conversation.  We first met to cover 
our work in prayer and scripture. Then we met to discuss our unique resources. We are 
sometimes discouraged that we don’t have more. However, in this meeting we saw the 
abundance of God’s gifts as we discussed all that we were stewards of and all we were 
capable of doing. We saw how gifted our leadership is, how diverse we are in skills, how 
financially secure we were, how vital our music ministry was, how we were situated in a 
vital place downtown, and on and on the meeting went.  It was a joyous night of 
celebration, and we gave God thanks for His blessings. 
 
We then asked ourselves, what is our passion? What energizes us as leaders and 
servants?  What has God placed in us that is empowering and visionary?  What are the 
“hot spots” of our restlessness for the world? In our conversation, there was a conversion 
of thoughts. We see a great need to address family issues such as marriage, divorce, 
parenting, and childcare to mention a few. We saw a passion for being a church that 
proclaimed the good news to the world about Jesus’ love and God’s plan for salvation.  We 
believe people need the Lord.  Also, we saw the importance of being a family, being people 
that got along, knowing how to resolve differences, holding one another up and holding one 
another accountable. We wanted people who came to Sidney First Church to know 
immediately they were loved. 
 
A third meeting challenged us to look at the local predicaments. What is going on in the 
world that we might be able to address?  Scott Barr, President of the United Way Board, 
joined us this night because of his insider knowledge of recent studies that the community 
had already conducted. This was a painful night as we realized the brokenness and pain of 
our communities and families. Several times members of the team started to respond to a 
need by saying “we can help.” 
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From these meetings emerged a vision that the church will focus on three areas of ministry and service.  
Family, Evangelistic Outreach and Inward Spiritual Health and Discipleship.  Already the wheels of 
progress are turning as the leadership of the church address the strategic plans of this vision.  As always, 
we must work together to achieve any vision.  Pray that God shows you His plan for your unique gifts to be 
used to help us together live into our unique vision for the church. 

 
Our Biblical Mission: 

To know Christ intimately and to follow Him into the world to make disciples. 
  
 
 

Our Vision: 
Compassionate and inspired believers, growing  
in Christ, who are equipped to love and serve 

individuals, families, communities, and the world. 
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Rejoice always. Pray continually.  
Give thanks in every situation because this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 

Don't suppress the Spirit. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-19 (CEB)  

A Meditation on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-19 
 

Review the past day and night—what you did, where you 
went, with whom you spent time—and create a list. Begin 
when you first woke up to start your day, and continue 
through when you went to bed. After making your list, go 
back to each item and examine how you can be grateful for 
each event—even if, on first review, it wasn't a "good" 
experience. How can gratitude still enter into every situation 
from yesterday? Offer God a prayer of gratitude for guiding 
you through yesterday and for being with you today and 
every day to come. 
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Dear Church Family: 
 
The annual West Ohio Conference was held at Lakeside, Ohio, starting Sunday, June 5, through 
Wednesday, June 8. This was my first experience at conference. I went with no expectations, just hoping 
for the best.  I was pleasantly surprised. It was well attended, the worship was wonderful and the speakers 
were all very inspirational. Our own Bishop Gregory Vaughn Palmer is a powerful pastor and speaker. He 
has a gift of inspiring people and the Holy Spirit is within him. 
  
We heard lots of reports from the West Ohio District; i.e., recommendations, reports on new church start-
ups, church and district growth, missions and the financial stability of our conference. It is amazing what 
can be accomplished when so many Christian people stand together. 
 
Spending time with our Sidney First Pastors—David Chivington, Eileen Hix, Jane Madden and David 
Porath; Office Manager—Brenda Windle; two church delegates—Joe & Jocele Fahnestock; plus our two 
youth delegates—Gavin Miller and Christian Porath—was enjoyable and fun the whole time. We are 
blessed to have such wonderful people at Sidney First! 
 
All in all, the conference was informative, inspirational plus fun.  I hope to share more information at a 
future date. 
 
This picture was a highlight of the week.  Gavin Miller and Christian Porath meeting Bishop Palmer. 
 
WE CAN DO THIS TOGETHER! 
 

Gavin Miller and  
Christian Porath 
posing with  
Bishop Gregory Vaughn Palmer.  
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Sunday, June 5 

 During the Laity Session, Rev. David Watson (UTS, Stillwater UMC) offered teaching, 
reminding us that “the vulnerability of human life is the means God chose to bring salvation 
to the world.”  David highlighted ministries of Sulphur Grove UMC and Stillwater UMC. 

 A new Conference Lay Leader Team was elected including Mary Shumard, Kelly 
Germaine Strickland, and Mitchell Harper.   

 Annual Conference was convened during Opening Worship, which included the Roll Call of 
the Victorious, liturgical dance by the Grade (Dayton) Praise Dance Team, inspired 
Scripture Reading by Rev. Katie Wilson (Dixon UMC), and powerful preaching by Bishop 
Palmer. 

 
Monday, June 6 

 Rev. Dr. L. Gregory provided teaching and invited us to join in the 
prayer, “Lord, let your miracles break forth every day, and let me not 
be an obstacle in any way.” 

 During the Missional Report, top 25 churches for baptisms and 
worship increase were identified.  From MIV, these included (Top 25 
baptisms)—Ginghamsburg, Green EUM, Medway, Christ Kettering, 
Stillwater Dayton, and Russell Road; Top 25 workshop increases—
Dayton Korean, Stillwater Dayton, Medway, Miamisburg Parkview, 
and Bradford! Listing of all congregations can be found at 
www.westohioumc.org/eoy 

 West Central has raised $3.667M for Imagine No Malaria.  And 
the clock has moved again, from 1 death every 60 seconds due to 

malaria to 1 death every 120 seconds! 

 At the United Methodist Rural Fellowship Dinner, Bradford UMC and Pastor Dwayne Wilson received the Vital Church 
Award for Miami Valley District.  Also, Rev. Gene Phelps was elected as President and Rev. Ken Martin as Treasurer. 

 The General Conference Report was presented by Caleb Harper (Greenville EUM) and Rev. Amy Aspey. 

 After Bishop Palmer’s Episcopal Address, over 100 folks made it up to the Train Station for ice cream, music, and 
conversation. 

 
Tuesday, June 7 

 Tuesday began bright and early with a 5K to support new church development and revitalization in West Ohio.  Check 
out the new website:  www.plantwestohio.org.  Morning worship feature four new church start pastors including MIV’s 
Rev. Wayne Botkin (Christ Kettering, South Campus) Bishop Palmer challenged West Ohio to raise $4M to support 
“new places for new people.” 

 We spent time celebrating the ministry of Bishop Ntambo of the North Katanga 
Conference (Democratic Republic of the Congo). 

 During the Celebration of Ministry Service, we recognized retirees. Rev. Richard 
Hiltibran was commissioned a Provisional Elder.  Rev. Marty McMichael was 
ordained an Elder in Full Connection. 

 New Certified Lay Leaders war recognized, including MIV’s Stephanie 
Blackbern (Xenia Faith Community), Nancy Byrd (Christ Kettering), Linda 
Cotrone (Christ Kettering), and Marye Heitzman (Wares Chapel). 

 Award winners from MIV:  Denman Award—Rev. Mimi Ault (Mechanicsburg) 
and One Matters Award—Randy Locker (Anna UMC). 

 Annual Conference concluded with the fixing of appointments and closing 
worship. 

 Details:  956 Clergy registered; 892 laity registered; there were 190 
spouses and 240 other guests in attendance—for a total of 2,278 gathered. 

 Next year’s conference—June 4-8, 2017 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of Steve Weadock 
 
Many of you may have known Steve Weadock. He was a loyal Sidney First 
member, a friend, and a teacher to many.  He was particularly active in Tar 
Hollow, our youth camp—as an instructor and the Tar Hollow treasurer.  He had a 
traditional song called "Sweet, Sweet Spirit" that he sang every year...they still 
sing it in his memory!  A man well loved, and he loved Tar Hollow back! 
 
When he was called home, he had a provision in his will to first take care of his 
Mother, as long as she lived; and then upon her passing, a portion of his estate 
($42,408.42) was willed to "The Tar Hollow Christian Adventure Camp Fund" 
operated by Sidney First United Methodist Church. The Tar Hollow Committee has 
placed these funds in The Sidney First Foundation where it could grow and be 
used according to the instructions provided in his will: "The Total Return from such 
fund shall be used to support and benefit the Camp and the ability of young people 
to attend the Camp." 

 
We thought it appropriate, in his memory, to publish this fact in our quarterly newsletter. The love he had for 
his church and the Camp is very evident.  May the Legacy he has provided help many youth come to know 
Christ!  
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One of my favorite Joy Church praise songs is “I Am New” by Jason Gray.  “I am not who I was, I’m being 
remade, I am new. I am chosen and holy and I’m dearly loved, I am new.”  It reminds me of God’s promise 
that is fulfilled each time a sinner invites Jesus into their heart.  It reminds me that God doesn’t see me the 
way that I see myself.  It’s His opinion that counts and “to all who have received Him—those who believe 
in His name—He has given the right to become God’s children.” (John 1:12) “Now if we are children, then 
we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we 
may also share in his glory.” (Romans 8:17) 
 
Our relationship with God can be firmly cemented when we dig into scripture seeking affirmation of our 
identity as followers of Christ.  John 15:1-17 reminds us that we are a branch of the true vine when we 
remain in him, allow him to prune our unproductive thoughts, and are fruitful because we follow his 
command to love others.  This same scripture informs us that he calls us his friend. 
 
Romans 6:6 stresses that our old selves are gone and, once we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we 
are no longer enslaved to sin. “Our chains are gone, we’ve been set free!”  “Hallelujah, What a Savior.” 
Scripture clearly states that believers have been blessed with every spiritual blessing, chosen, holy, and 
blameless before God, redeemed and forgiven by the grace of Christ, sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise, God’s workmanship created to produce good works, and God loves me. 
 
Sometimes we forget God’s promises and spend our time feeling rejected, depressed, and living out our 
days in darkness and despair. I invite you to read the lyrics of “The Light of the World”—a favorite of mine 
from the hymnal we used when I was a child. 
 
1. The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin, 

The Light of the world is Jesus! 
Like sunshine at noonday, His glory shone in; 
The Light of the world is Jesus! 

 
Refrain: 
 Come to the light, ’tis shining for thee; 
 Sweetly the light has dawned upon me; 
 Once I was blind, but now I can see: 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 
2. No darkness have we who in Jesus abide; 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 We walk in the light when we follow our Guide! 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 
God’s promises are readily available to all who earnestly repent and are sorry for the sins they have 
committed. God knows the attitude of hearts and if you really want an intimate, passionate, life-changing 
relationship with God I invite you to accept Jesus as your Savior and invite him into your heart.  Say this 
prayer and patiently wait for the Holy Spirit to respond in your life.  “Thank you, God, for loving me and for 
sending Your Son to die for my sins.  I sincerely repent of my sins and receive Jesus Christ as my 
personal savior.  Now, as your child, I turn my entire life over to you. Amen” 
 
If you’ve previously asked Jesus to be your Savior; rejoice and spend some time seeking Biblical 
affirmations to strengthen your faith.  Enjoy the journey! 

3. Ye dwellers in darkness with sin-blinded eyes, 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 Go, wash at His bidding, and light will arise; 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 

4. No need of the sunlight in Heaven we’re told; 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
 The Lamb is the Light in the city of gold, 
 The Light of the world is Jesus! 
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Joylynn Grace Heath—June 12 
 
Pictured from left to right: 
 
Lonna Heath, Pastor Chivington, Scott Heath holding 
Joylynn Grace Heath, Molly Heath and Cassie Heath. 

Graham VanTilburgh—June 19 
 
Pictured from left to right: 
 
Jeff, Jennifer, and Graham VanTilburgh, along 
with Children’s Pastor—Eileen Hix. 
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Children’s Ministry July, August & September 2016 

Contact me anytime if there is anything I can help with! 
ehix@sidneyfirst.com,  492-9136 ext. 111 

Watch for info on Facebook:  
Kidz First at Sidney First UMC 

Summer Sunday Programming  
            

*Jr. Church 9-10 am Service: Kids starts in the sanctuary and are dismissed just before 
prayer time to the 5th Floor. There we have interactive lessons where they learn more  

about Jesus and to be His disciple .  
*Kidz Hour 10-11 am: Happens between services in the big room on the Fifth Floor where 

we have varied activities always pointing to Jesus. 
*Traditional Sunday School 11 am-12 noon: During the second service,  Preschool through 

6th grades are on the 5th Floor.  Kids are divided into grade classes encouraging  
learning on their own level. 

 **Fall Sunday School will return on September 4 and Wednesday Night Programming and 
September 14 at 6 pm. Watch bulletin for updates! 

A VBS Thank YOU!!!!! 

Thank you to ALL who made Vacation Bible 
School possible by giving supplies, using your 
talents and serving, bringing kids, or praying. 
The Light of the World Changed Lives!!!   

Can’t wait for next year !!!!  

Celebrating 80 years of Holiness Unto The Lord  
Camp Union 2016 

Still Time to Register!!! 
First Chance: July 18th & 19th K & 1st  

 Elementary 1: July 11th-14th 2nd –4th  
Elementary 2: July 25th-28th 3rd –5th    

5K to benefit Camp August 6th  
For more information: 

www.campunionohio.net 
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Family Time… 

For some truly quality family time, try this fun yet meaningful activity.  Talk to your kids 

about the importance of prayer.  Teach them that there are many different ways we can 

pray.  One way to pray is through a prayer walk.  With school starting, there is no  

better time than now to have a family prayer walk at your kid’s school. 

1) Talk to your kids about the importance of prayer. 

2) Teach them about the many ways to pray, like a prayer walk. 

3) Choose a day and time to go have a prayer walk at your child’s school. 

4) Have your child make a list of all the things they can think of to pray for at their 

school.  It can be anything.  Some examples include friends, teachers, safety, etc. 

5) Let your child help decide the route of the prayer walk, like around the perimeter of 

the school, encircle the flag pole, sit in the swings or walk through the playground.  

There are no wrong routes.  They can even draw out the route if they want to. 

6) Take the whole family to each child’s school to participate in the prayer walk. 

7) Afterward, sit and talk to your kids and reiterate the importance of remembering to 

pray for their schools. 

"Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart and lean 

not on your own under-

standing; in all your 

ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make your 

paths straight."  

Proverbs 3:5-6 - (NIV) 

Teachable Moments: 

What a great verse to meditate 

on and share with your children 

as the new school year gets  

underway.  So many new  

experiences for you and your 

child are happening and this is a 

good reminder of where our trust 

should be placed.  Remember to 

teach your children this  

invaluable lesson this year! 

Have your child stand with his/

her back toward your front. 

Tell them to keep their body 

straight and their feet  

 planted in one spot. 

Now have them fall straight 

back, into your waiting arms.  

Encourage them to do this 

without looking.  You can 

even blindfold them to  

 increase the trust level. 

Repeat this and let them fall as 

far as they will allow. 

Use this activity to teach them 

that our trust should be in God.  

Ask them if it got easier to trust 

you the more times they fell.  Tell 

them that the  more we trust 

God, the easier it gets to trust 

Him. 

We are READY to Re-Start Family Ministry  
in a Whole New Way!!! 

If you are interested in being apart of reaching, connecting and 
serving families, please call! We will need a large variety of gifts 

and skills if we are going to serve families in our church  
and community!  

Contact Eileen Hix 492-9136 or ehix@sidneyfirst.com. 
 

Pray with us as we catch a God-size vision!! 

Information Please!!! 
If you have an idea on how Family 
Ministry can serve our church and 

community, please let us know. 
Please call, email, put a note in the 

offering plate, smoke signals or text. 
We want to know what you are 

thinking and how to participate!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4-7—Emmaus Men’s Walk #65 
6-13—Tar Hollow Camp 
14—Camp Sunday 

 

5—Labor Day Holiday—Church Closed 
6—Pre-School Starts 
7—Fall Programs Start-Up   
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