
“With ISIS so prominently in the news, presidential candidates 
exchanging positions on how to deal with the problem, and 
many of us wondering what will be the next big thing to 
happen, I was inspired by some thoughts of Pete Scazzero to 
share my thoughts on how the church should respond to ISIS. 
I, in no way, have the final word, and I know that there are 
many extremely intelligent people with much more information 
that I have, who are commenting on ISIS, but I do think that 
God has given us the Spirit of wisdom, and we can speak to 
every complex issue with certainty. 

Love and pray for ISIS. How do we love our enemies? We 
begin by praying for them – in this case ISIS young men and 
women. They need a revelation of the love of Jesus Christ. How awful to be filled 
with such hate that you feel your response must be violent rage and murder. Pray 
that the love of Jesus transforms their hate. However, we cannot afford to become 
a part of those who choose hate over love. 

Grieve. It is easy to dismiss this as someone else’s problem. We need to join 
together as the church to grieve this unrelenting loss of life. Whether it be the many 
innocent people in Iraq and Syria caught up in this conflict in unimaginable ways, 
the innocents in France, Beirut, on the Russian airliner, etc., we are witnessing 
great tragedy. As the body of Christ, this world-wide pain must be shared by the 
whole body. 

Pray for those in authority in our governments. Some claim we are at war with 
ISIS. Yet, war is always a horrible tragedy. May God give each political leader the 
wisdom they need while having to make very difficult decisions. 

Patiently trust in Jesus. Jesus invites us to live in His peace and to bear good 
fruit amidst our troubled world. All evil has boundaries and edges because it is 
ultimately limited by the power of God. There is a consistent message in the Bible. 
God is in control even when all appears so chaotic on the surface. I don’t have the 
answers to ISIS, or how to end this terrible conflict, but I do know this: at the end of 
the day, Jesus will fill the earth with His glory and He will make everything new 
(Rev. 21:5)! 

Give witness boldly to the Lord God Almighty. We need to invite people to place 
their faith in the love of the Lord Jesus, the only Savior of the world, who died, rose 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. The message of ISIS is hate. The message 
of Jesus is love. Now is an important time for the church to send a consistent 
message of faith and love. 
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In many moments of difficulty, the church has gathered strength and moved forward to be better. 
May this moment prove to be the same.  
 

 David Chivington 

 Lead Pastor 
         dchivington@sidneyfirst.com 
         937.492.9136 
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Easter 2016 Services 

Come and celebrate the risen Christ at one of our Easter Worship Celebrations: 

 7 am Sunrise Service at Gazebo in Tawawa Park 

 9 am Traditional Service at Sidney First United Methodist Church 

 11 am Casual Service at Sidney High School 

 11 am Children’s Service at Sidney High School with Mega Easter Egg Hunt 
(following 11 am service) 

Join us for an uplifting Easter experience! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Each of us is created in the image of God to be in relationship with Him and to 
share His love with others.  It is vital that we accept that our identity as a “Child 
of God” depends upon making it a priority to know His plan and purpose for our 
life.  Regardless of our life circumstances, God wants us to turn to Him for love, 
comfort, security, self-esteem, and discovery of His blessings so that we may 
be spiritually healthy.   
 
If you were to look for the term co-dependency in a dictionary, you would find 
that it is said to mean; “psychologically influenced by or needing another who is 
addicted to alcohol.”  Although that may be the origin for its meaning, it has 
gradually become used to indicate that a person is totally dependent upon 
another person’s thoughts as a controlling influence concerning decisions that 
are made. Examples would be clothing trends, hair styles, choice of which 
team to root for, what college to attend, which movies to watch, what music to 
listen to, and that list could go on to infinity and beyond. It most often happens when a person is 
fearful of rejection and abandonment. It is generated in the darkness of loneliness when personal 
boundaries are lost amid the need of affirmation and security. When we allow ourselves to depend 
upon the choices of others, we completely ignore any feelings of self-worth which are a part of our 
God-created inner being.   
 
So, how is it that we discover all that God has instilled within our beings?  It is by being connected 
with God through prayer.  Terry Teykl expresses this connectedness in this way; “You will find that 
you are made in His image and called into His purpose.  You will start to understand where you have 
come from and who you are. He will reveal to you your gifts, your weaknesses, and your 
uniqueness.”  The problem is that many of us do not pray unless we are at church, and someone 
else is leading the prayer.   
 
In his book, How to Pray After You’ve Kicked the Dog, Teykl suggests that it is extremely important 
for each person to be intentional concerning their prayer life. He recommends that it must be a 
decision on our part to be determined that we will establish a time and place to turn off the world—
our cell phones, TVs, and anything else that might distract us, so that we are able to be still.  I don’t 
know about you, but I know that it seems to be a really difficult thing to be still with the world telling 
us how busy we “need” to be so that we can accomplish a lot of things in a day.  Read the Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John), and you’ll find that Jesus frequently went off by himself to spend 
quiet, prayerful time with His Heavenly Father.  Maybe, as you read those scripture passages, you’ll 
be inspired to deliberately choose to spend a portion of each day following the teachings of Jesus in 
prayer.  Give yourself permission to start with 5-10 minutes each day.  No one else is going to make 
that choice for you. 
 
Since being quiet is such a challenge to us, it would be a good plan to begin by asking God to help 
you clear your thoughts by focusing on a mental image that really charges your spiritual batteries.  A 
picture of the Baby Jesus in the manger or Jesus on the cross might remind you of God’s love for 
you and help you become focused.  (John 3:16-17) 
 
Not at all certain that a regular prayer time will help?  I spoke recently with a lady who described it 
this way.  First of all—she has had a regular prayer time during the majority of her adult life.  When 

she was a couple of years away from retiring, she mentioned that to one of her fellow workers.  
Word of her speaking about her retirement sifted back to her boss who, without speaking to her, 
considered that she was retiring in the near future.  
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In a relatively short period of time, she found herself training someone and shortly thereafter learned 
that her trainee was to be her replacement when she retired.  Daily prayer was the force that kept 
her on an even keel and allowed her to be grace-filled toward her fellow worker and her employer.  
Prayer brought peace to her soul as she continued to work under what could have been a stressful 
situation and allowed her to complete her days until her actual retirement. 
 
Whatever your situation might be please know that God desires to have you come to him each day 
as you lift Adoration (praise) to Him for the beauty of His created world (including you), Confess your 
sins to him and accept His forgiveness, Thank Him for the blessings He has given to you, and in 
statements of Supplication (ask) that He bring healing to physical, emotional, and spiritual situations 
where you have awareness of heart.  Then make a commitment that you will talk to Him each day. 
 
Prayer changes things.  Give it a try and watch God smile upon you! 

 

        Jane Madden 

        Pastoral Care and Visitation 
        jmadden@sidneyfirst.com 
        937.492.9136 
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I absolutely love it when people come up to me and say “I hear good 
things are happening in youth ministry” or “The kids really seem to 
connect with you and the leaders.”  I don’t “love it” because I think 
highly of myself (though I think very highly of my wife and all my 
volunteers), I love it because there are many, many… many (I think I 
got them all) nights I go home and wonder “Did anyone hear a thing I said tonight?” or “They were so 
full of energy or drama I am not sure they heard or discussed anything.”  Have you ever had one of 
those many days at home with your family, or at work, or anywhere?   
 
So, when I hear from people that they are hearing things from parents and/or the students, it 
absolutely stokes my fire.  For me it helps me realize two  things:  1. They DO listen (even when they 
aren’t) and 2. I need to continue to trust the Holy Spirit.  So often I get caught in the fact that I need 
to do A, B and/or C in order for something to work or to show an outcome.  It is just how my brain 
works.  It is the encouragement of stories that continue to train my brain to trust in the Holy Spirit to 
teach, sustain and change people.  I cannot do that. 
 
I kicked off the fall with a series called “Abracadabra.”  I was inspired to create this series from our 
Annual Conference at Lakeside this past June when a speaker talked about abracadabra and the 
meaning of the word: “what I speak, I create.”  Our four-week series talked about how our words and 
actions do create things, whether good or bad.  A few weeks ago during a discussion with some 
youth over the newest controversy in their lives, we were discussing what and how to respond in this 
situation.  One of the students said “Just like you said in September.  Abracadabra!”  I am sure I 
beamed with joy when he said that.   
 
Just a couple of weeks ago in our Quest Confirmation class, we were discussing salvation.  I asked 
the question “Who remembers what we need to do to be saved?”  One of the students said “Just say 
yes.  Like what you preached about in church a few weeks ago.”  Again, it was probably pretty 
obvious that I was beaming with joy. 
 
I am not telling these stories out of pride for what I have done but to encourage you that all people, 
yes that includes our youth, DO listen.  Everyone has a different way of listening, even when it may 
not seem that they are.  We need to be patient and understanding that the Holy Spirit is doing what 
He has promised to do.  Continue to love, encourage, pray for, and serve everyone.  Especially our 
youth.  Their world is different from ours and they listen to every word we say.  Even we don’t think 
they are listening. 
 
He chose his servant David, calling him from the sheep pens. 

71 
He took David from tending the 

ewes and lambs and made him the shepherd of Jacob’s descendants— God’s own people, Israel.  
72 

He cared for them with a true heart and led them with skillful hands.  Psalm 78:70-72 (NIV) 
Thank you for ALL of your support, prayers, and contributions that continue help this 
ministry thrive in making disciples of Jesus Christ! 

          David Porath 

          Youth Pastor 
          dporath@sidneyfirst.com 
          937.492.9136 
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Upcoming Events 2016: 
Nashville Mission Trip—January 15-18 
Boys Chrysalis Weekend—February 12-14 
Winter Jam—February 19 in Cincinnati, OH 
Dare 2 Share—March 4-5 in Dayton, OH 
Confirmation Sunday—April 10 
Tijuana Mission Trip (all ages)—June 29-July 5 
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/sidneyfirstyouth 
Our Twitter page:  www.twitter.com/sidney1styouth 

http://www.facebook.com/sidneyfirstyouth
http://www.twitter.com/sidney1styouth
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Youth 

In  

Action!!! 
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Youth In Action!!! 
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January, February and March 2016 

Children and Family Ministry A Sunday School Story!  

We have phenomenal volunteers in Children’s Ministry! 
Occasionally one needs to be off for one reason or 

another (family time, other obligations, or not feeling 
well), and we call in a substitute.  

This is a message one of the Sunday School 
teacher received after just such an event.  

Teacher: “How did everything go?” 

Substitute: “ It went great! The kids were 
awesome—they had me in tears one time with how 

well they understood the gift of Jesus!” 

Teacher: “I know!!! They are so fun to teach! 
Thank you so much for filling in.” 

Substitute: “Anytime!” 

Now that is ministry!  

My Message to both: “Well done good and faithful 
servants! We love and appreciate your love for 
Jesus and the children of God that we serve.”  

Do you want to get plugged in to serve in Children or 
Family Ministry? 

We have a shadow program where you can come and 
check out what we do and see if serving children and 
families is a way for  you to use your gifts and skills! 

THANK YOU! 
How do we really say an adequate thank you for those 

who, week after week, come and minister to the 
children of our church? Each week they spend an 

enormous amount of time and effort praying through 
and preparing a lesson that encourages boys and girls to 

form a personal relationship with Christ.  Children’s 
ministry mission and vision are so very important to the 
growth of our  community. Thank you for giving of your 

time, your gifts and your talents to grow the next 
generation of life in our church. 

Contact me anytime if there is anything I can help with 
ehix@sidneyfirst.com,  937-492-9136, Ext. 111. 

Watch for info on Facebook: Kidz First at Sidney First UMC. 

 
Easter comes SUPER Early this Year!!! 

 
Sunday, March 27th, 2016  

 

 
We get to go off-site to the Sidney High School to 

share the message of salvation with children and     
families in our community. There will be  a full service 
for the kids in the gym; planning started in November! 
We need your help with several things: 1. prayers for 

the kids who will be coming, that God is preparing their 
hearts.  2. Providing candy for the Easter egg hunt 

starting February 28th; there will be a blue barrel in 
the gathering place to collect the candy. (Candy MUST 

be individually wrapped and able to fit in the plastic 
egg) 3. Help filling and putting out the eggs.                 

4. Volunteers to serve, sharing the Good News.       
Thank you for supporting this outreach for the 

children of our community!!!  

A Little Story from our Christmas Musical! 
 

After the program was over and we were taking pictures, one of the 
amazing kids from the program, A Tree Lot Christmas, grabbed my 
hand and said, “We did it!” I responded, “Yes, we did! it’s all over! ”   

Very insistently he responded, “NO!” Miss Eileen, we did it!  
“We told everybody about Jesus!”  

Praise God for children in the world!  
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Fasten Your Seatbelts 

Are you ready for a Spiritual adventure visiting missions outside the U.S.? We are hard at work 
planning several international trips in addition to our regional trips. 

It has been many years since Sidney First people have visited our friend Wilbert Merzilus at the 
Living Hope Mission in Cap Hatien, Haiti. Much has changed since the last trip with the construction 
of more churches and schools. The current project is building a new high school. 

The trip is planned for April 17-23 (dates could vary slightly depending upon airline reservations). We 
will help with construction, witness Jesus to the Haitian people, and show God’s (and our) love to the 
children they serve. 

The annual Youth and Adult trip to Tijuana Christian Mission will be June 29-July 5. Part of the trip 
will be working with the mission to help it upgrade to new government standards. We’ll also be a 
witness of God’s love to the orphans, homeless, and women at and around the mission. 

A special bonus—not only will we visit the Pacific Ocean beaches, we plan to watch July 4th 
fireworks over the bay in San Diego. 

Special Needs 

The Tijuana Christian Mission is under a mandate to upgrade its facilities and programs quickly with 
new legislation by its state government. One task is replacing light fixtures in the dining areas. We 
have sourced new fixtures that will meet the standard. It will cost about $500 to replace all 20 
fixtures. Could you help pay for the fixtures? We also need one or two people who could go down 
this winter with Gary to replace the fixtures. Basic electrical knowledge would be good. 

Contact Gary or the church office to indicate your interest. Applications will be available in the church 
office. 

If you are interested in going on a trip, let us help you plan your fundraising. If you cannot go but 
would like to help out, please contribute and mark your checks for mission trips. 

Speakers 

Watch for news of visiting missionaries. Sidney’s own Charlie Campbell will be here to share this 
summer as will Wilbert Merzilus of Living Hope Mission. 

 Gary Mintchell 

 Missions Coordinator 
 gmintchell@gmail.com 
 937.726.1798 

mailto:gmintchell@gmail.com
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Just a note from Council.  The Council meets once a month to hear reports from all the Committee 
Chairpersons.  The following is our Chairpersons for the ensuing year: 
 

SPR – Jane Kaufman 
Finance – Dennis Grandey 
Trustees – Rick Hamilton 

Foundation – Darlene Craver 
Stewardship – Rusty Schwepe 

Lay Leader – Jim Liggett 
 
Also, at our meetings are two staff members: David Chivington, Pastor, and Kathy Husemann, 
Treasurer.  We have three At-Large Members:  Patty McKay, Robert Luckey and Todd Miller. This 
makes up your Church Council, plus we have our wonderful secretary, Lois Layman. 
 
I would like you to know all of these people use a lot of time and energy to keep the church running 
smoothly and bring a great deal of spiritual growth along with it.  It is a pleasure and joy to work 
with all of them and enjoy their gifts of leadership. 
 
At any time I invite you to let us know that you have a praise or a concern about our church.  
Sometimes we do not see everything so just bring your issue to our attention.  Although you are 
always welcome at our meetings, just let me know if you need to be on the agenda. 
 
Thank you for letting the Council represent you, and we welcome your input.  We work hard for our 
church, and we do it only to glorify the Lord.  We can do this together! 
 

 In Christ’s love, 

 Terry Cooper 

 Council Chairperson 

Winter Land Delight 
 
Winter is upon us 
Our trees are flocked with snow 
Snuggling by the hearth 
As winter winds do blow 
 
Snowflakes softly falling 
Without a single sound 
Like a million diamonds 
Upon the crystal ground 
 
Gathering up snow gear 
To cover hands and feet 
Children's laughter is heard 
From street to snowy street 

Sleds whiz down the park mound 
Snowmen for all to see 
A joy filled occasion 
A winter day can be. 
 
Moonlit evening's luster 
Illuminates the night 
This day God has given us 
A winter land delight. 

 
by Danette Kettwich  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1—New Year’s Day - Church Office Closed 
18—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 

10—Ash Wednesday 
11-14—Emmaus Women’s Walk 
28—Guest Speaker, Joel Penton & Band at both services 

5—Women’s Ministry - Spring Awakening 
10-13—Emmaus Men’s Walk 
13—Daylight Saving Time Begins - Spring Forward 
20—Spring Begins 
20—Palm Sunday 
25—Good Friday 
27—Easter 
28—Easter Monday - Church Office Closed 
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