
Each year approximately 2.7 million people in America cease to 
be active church members.  With Christians steadily departing 
the church, churches are steadily disappearing.  According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 4, 000 churches close every 
year. 
 
I am old enough to remember when church was the only thing going 
on Sunday morning.  Dad had to fill up the car on Saturday for fear 
no gas station would be open on Sunday.  People had a roast 
cooking in the oven when they got home from church because 
restaurants were closed on Sunday. (For Mom, if the service went 
longer than expected, it meant the roast was too well done).  It was 
a culture built on going to church.  “For some time we have been 
losing the aura of significance once automatically assigned to 
the local church—the attention we had when nothing else much was going on,” says 
Jim Eliff. 
 
Jim goes on to say, “We now have to face the truth—most media preachers are more 
engaging than those who speak in our own church, and we can watch them in our 
pajamas. Massive church meetings on television are so vivacious and musically 
stimulating that many simply lose their appetite for the “same ol’ same ol’” of the 
regular assembly. And the church programs that once seemed so essential for 
spiritual vitality have become a bother to masses of declared believers, as illustrated 
by low levels of participation. Who really wants to be out one more night missing 
their favorite TV programming?”  Do we really need the local church anymore? 
 
I grew up in the church. I was born into the ministry—both my parents were ordained 
ministers, and I have been preaching since I was 19 years old. I live, eat, sleep, and dream 
church.  So, I may not have a normal perspective. I believe the church is significant for both 
the believer and the non-believer, and I believe that any hope of spiritual revival in our 
lives, homes, or communities must start with a new interest in the church.   
 
Here is my reasoning.   

 
 The Christian Life Is Done Best In Relationships. Weak as some churches are, 
 they are still made up of living people who come together.  You can ’t get that on the 
 Internet. The media-engrossed Christian isolates himself or herself from other 
 believers. This is not living the life Christ meant for us to live.  I am often saddened by 
 the isolated Christian who misses out on people.  We were called into a family, to be     
 the body of Christ, to work together to continue the “Kingdom” Jesus introduced, and to 
 love one another. All this requires people. There is no true Christian walk except 
 among believers.  Once you know it, you will not be satisfied without it.
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 Compassionate Care. Isolated Christians miss out on the gift of Christian care.  Who will be there 

when your child experiments with drugs, or your spouse dies, or your business goes down the drain?  
Who will sit at your bedside when you are dying?  Participation in the community of faith will provide that 
loving care when you need it most. 

 
 Real Accountability Rather Than Unchecked Liberty.  It may not seem immediately desirable, but 

accountability is a precious gift.  In the local church, if you stray from God, someone is there to bring you 
back, or even to lovingly discipline you.  If you are alone, you may stray deeper and deeper into sin.  I am 
wise enough to know this is one reason people choose not to come to church.  Who wants to subject 
themselves to the answerability that comes from engaging with real people?  However, if you understand 
the deceitfulness of sin, you know you need that. 

 

 Experiences of Grace.  Add to the above that the isolated Christian disobeys God by not 
participating in the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper or the corporate experience of Baptism, which are ways 
we experience God’s grace and power.  I also wish to add that the isolated Christian refuses to use 
spiritual gifts and talents which God gives us expressly for edifying his local church, a distinct privilege and 
responsibility.  No Christian will grow to maturity without others. 
 

 The World Needs the Church.  Why the world still needs the church is because a world without the 
church will soon be a world without Christ.  This is a fact and there is no way around it.  Despite all of its 
flaws and failures, the church has been and remains that which keeps the story of Jesus alive.  If the story 
of Jesus is to be found in our world—the gospel story of his birth, his life, his teaching, his miracles, his 
death and resurrection—it is because the church keeps telling this sacred story. 

 
Of course, this only makes sense if the church does what the Holy Spirit has equipped the church to do.  That 
is what we must accept as our responsibility in this issue.  We must determine to be the people of God when 
we gather.  To love and care for one another.  To reach out to the hurting.  To give witness to the lost.  To 
provide direction those astray.  To worship God deeply and experience His grace.  I am sure that people who 
gather with that perspective will never be bored. 
 
I love the church.  I will always support and encourage those in leadership.  Even when I am no longer the 
pastor, I will serve and support the church.  I will do it for me.  I need the church.  I will also do it for my 
grandchildren, my neighbors, and for Jesus.  I think it is what Jesus would want me to do.  How about you? 

 

           Chiv 
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Joe and I were recently privileged to represent Sidney First Methodist, along with Brenda Windle, Kathy 
Husemann, and Chip Hix, as delegates to the 48th Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference, which is 
held in the quaint little village of Lakeside, just outside of Marblehead on the shore of Lake Erie. 
 
Joe and I arrived on Saturday, June 3, got settled in and soon were enjoying an ice cream cone and a walk 
down to the pier to watch the many sailboats on Lake Erie.  Sunday morning we attended worship at Hoover 
Auditorium and heard a wonderful message from Rev. Scot Ocke.  The rest of the delegates for Sidney First, 
along with all our pastors, arrived about 4:00 pm. We soon had everyone settled into our accommodations for 
the week.  At 5:30 pm, we attended the first Laity Session of the conference, followed by a worship service at 
7:30 pm.  Bishop Gregory V. Palmer gave the message, and I think we all were inspired to “Be Not Afraid, 
Facing the Future!” Worship was concluded following the receiving of communion.  This wrapped up our first 
day of conference, and we all headed to bed for a good nights’ rest. 
 
We woke on Monday morning to really cold temperatures, so we grabbed sweaters and sweatshirts and 
headed to worship with Bishop Palmer at 10:30 am, followed by meetings. There were four main 
recommendations for the conference to consider this year; Recommendation 1 concerning the budget for 
2018; Recommendation 2 concerning equitable compensation; Recommendation 3 concerning pension and 
health benefits; and Recommendation 4 “We Are All God’s Children”.  These recommendations were each 
presented throughout the conference, following supporting reports and then the Bishop would call for a vote.  
As delegates for our church, we tried each time to vote how we felt would support and benefit our church and 
pastors best.  Following our dinner break, we returned to Hoover Auditorium at 7:30 pm for a Memorial 
Celebration for all the pastors and their spouses who had passed away since our last conference. 
 
Tuesday found us back at Hoover Auditorium for worship at 9:00 am, followed by more reports, 
recommendations and voting.  All recommendations were approved, with the matter of vacation time being 
sent back to committee for further review.  Dr. Elaine Heath spoke at 1:30 pm on “God Unbound: Wisdom 
from Galatians for the Anxious Church”.  At 2:30 pm Tuesday, our own Rev. Eileen Hix along with Rev. 
Cindee Johnson, Fletcher UMC, were recognized by Bishop Palmer for completion of their course of study as 
a Licensed Local Pastor.  We are so very proud of Eileen and her many years of dedicated study. 
 
 At 4:30 pm, Hoover Auditorium was packed to capacity (3,000) for the annual Celebration of Ministry.  For 
Joe and me, this is always the highlight of our time at conference as we share in the retirement of many 
pastors, as well as the commissioning and ordination of new Deacons and Elders.  This year, 34 pastors 
retired, representing a total of 884 years of service to God!  There were 5 Deacon Candidates commissioned, 
5 Deacons ordained, 22 Elder candidates commissioned, and 15 Elders ordained.  What a very moving and 
meaningful service this is! 
 
Wednesday we were back at Hoover Auditorium at 8:30 am for worship, and the conference celebrated in the 
commissioning of Missionary Elizabeth Heft.  She will serve in Palestine!  Gaston and Jeanne Ntambo, 
missionaries from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, shared life-saving stories of the Wings of the 
Morning, an aviation mission supported in large part by the people of the conference. The last of the reports 
were presented and conference wound down following the fixing of appointments for the coming year.  We 
were soon all packed up and heading home with joy in our hearts to learn all of our pastors were re-appointed 
to our church for the ensuing year.  God is so good!! 
 
Joe and I thank the church for entrusting us as two of your delegates to conference, and we pray we made 
wise choices on behalf of the church. 

                    Joe & Jocele Fahnestock 
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Pictured—left to right: 

Tim and Paula King, Pastor 
Eileen Hix, Mark Iiames holding 
Ethan, Nikki Iiames and big 
sister, Elizabeth Iiames.  

Ethan Iiames 

Morgan Sue Paulus 

Pictured—left to right: 

Pastor David Chivington, 
Morgan Paulus, and Mitch 
Paulus. 



-Page 5- 

U become like the people u spend time with, so dude, y not come spend 
some time with us?! Crossfire is a group that we r transforming into a 
fam. We want 2 build each other up, have a gr8  time, and KNOW that 
we r loved. We can’t do those things just during the school year. This 
fam here at Crossfire is year round! This summer we will be having 
outings that the teens can go on. Check out our upcoming events and 
make sure u contact us if u can go. 
  
Crossfire will also be using the one-call now system. If u haven’t given 
me your cell number, please do so. This will keep u updated on all  r 
events, cancellations, and messages. Legit! 
  
We have an ongoing Summer Bible Study Sundays at 10 am. My 
teaching may not be gr8, but the breakfast is phenomenal! Hehehehe. 
No Serious, it really is good! And we all know that’s what these teens do 

…eat, eat, and eat, and just when u think they have had enough…they ask 4 a snack! Teens can jump in 
ANY time. This isn’t a study where u have 2 B here the entire 8wks time. It’s weekly and a time 2 just chillax. 
  
We went 2 Spirit Song in June. This is held at Kings Island with lots of rides and Christian bands. The teens 
had a blast! A BIG  S/O to Summerside Methodist Church for allowing us 2 stay overnight there. What a gr8 
thing for them 2 do!  
 
Did u have fun reading this message? It’s gr8 2 figure out how these teens talk…and when u finally do, they 
tell u that’s not how u do it anymore! Ahhhhh!  LOL.  Check out r upcoming events! 
  
  
July 14—Baseball Overnight                     Cost:  $10.00        
Leave church at 2pm, drive to KY and go out to eat. Then watch Florence Freedom baseball game and 
fireworks. Youth Director Mike Martin will be umpiring behind the plate, so make sure you give “blue” a hard 
time! Afterwards, we will return to church and stay overnight. Pick up will be 10am.                 
  
  
July 22—Barefoot Canoeing                      Cost:  $15.00              
Leave church at 10am, picnic lunch provided       RSVP to 937-638-4969 
  
  
August 12-19—Tar Hollow Camp 
Check out our website for info or shoot us a txt or email 
  
September 30—Paint Ball               
(info to be announced closer) 
  
  

Betsy Martin—937.638.4969 

Mike Martin—419.234.8578 

Youth Directors 

b_martin2013@hotmail.com 

 



As the time for the capital funds campaign comes closer, it may be helpful if we explained some of the history 
that brought us to this million dollar decision. 
 
In 2006, a “Stewardship Campaign” was launched that contained three parts of a vision for our future. The 
first part was to retire the debt.  At that time, our building debt was costing us over $6,000 a month.  If the 
debt could be retired, it was explained, we could turn those dollars back into ministry. The second part of the 
vision was for the repair and remodeling of the building.  A big part of that vision was repairing the balcony as 
well as some other projects. The third part of the campaign was called “reach for the future.”  The goal was to 
develop a new ministry site at a different location.  At that time, it was felt that “the current facility was 
incapable of supporting modern era ministry.” A $3.5 million dollar multi-phase expansion was the goal.  The 
beginning of that expansion required $300,000 from the campaign monies for land acquisition. The campaign 
was very successful and all three parts of the campaign were met. The debt was retired, repairs were made, 
and $300,000 was placed aside for possible land acquisition. 
 
Then in 2008 the economy went nuts.  Momentum for a new facility seemed to stall.  Leaders felt it was not a 
good time to go into a multi-million dollar project. Added to that was a significant change in pastoral 
leadership. Under the new circumstances, the energy for a new building died.  More and more, the Trustees 
felt the bind of being caught in the unknown.  The building needed upkeep, but if we were moving to a new 
facility, how much money should be spent on the old building?  Often leaders were paralyzed when it came to 
decisions about what to do next for the current building. It became a regular frustration for the Chair of the 
Trustees. 
 
Finally, a decision needed to be made.  Over the past 10 years, we could see a shift in thinking.  First, there 
was a strong belief that the current building could be an effective place for making disciples, having 
passionate worship, and doing community outreach. There also was a growing appreciation for what it means 
to be located downtown.  Since it was agreed that there would be no way we could maintain two different 
buildings on two different campuses, a new building would require leaving the mission of being downtown.  
We have been downtown for nearly 200 years, and many could not see us leaving. 
 
Another shift in thinking came from our training in Financial Peace. In this training, Dave Ramsey encourages 
us to avoid debt.  Returning to a monthly mortgage payment and handing over a huge $3 million dollar debt to 
the next generation seemed to be contrary to what we were teaching and being taught through the class.  
With the proposed repairs in our new campaign, the Council believes that they can hand over a solid 
structure, which is adequate to do effective ministry, in a strategic location downtown in Sidney, and leave a 
significant legacy for the future generation without a debt. 
 
We also discussed the sentimental side of our vision. Many love the craftsmanship and architectural beauty 
of the current building.  There was no way we could ever duplicate in a new building what we experience in 
this building.  When we allowed ourselves to be sentimental, the history and emotional ties to this old building 
is not of little significance. 
 
Therefore, in 2016, it was finally decided to abandon the thought of a new building and focus all efforts on the 
current facility.  This finally gave the Trustees the opportunity to move forward in collecting bids and sharing 
with us the vision for their repairs for the building.  The Council authorized a Capital Campaign Team that is 
currently being gathered and assigned tasks, and now we are waiting for a fall launch of a new campaign.  
With your help, we will continue to do the work of the Lord for many years to come. 
 
Thanks for all your help, sacrifice, and prayers. 
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The COOL Preschool began in 2005 to provide a place for children to not only prepare for their 
future education but to learn of the incredible love God has for each of them. The program is 
directed by Vickie Schwepe and served by assistant teachers, Pam Wallis and Terri Yinger. 
Together they bring several years of education and experience in caring for children. 
 
We are now enrolling for the 2017-2018 school year. Our mission is to enable preschool-aged 
children to develop physically, mentally, and spiritually in a loving and safe Christian environment. 
Knowing that a key factor in the development of the child is their home life, we aim to foster the 
growth of emotionally healthy families through events, resources, and programs which teach the 
importance of a God-centered home. The preschool is state-licensed and is for potty-trained 
children 3-5 years old. Spaces are limited to ensure individualized attention for your child, so 
contact us today! The tuition is $100 per month.  
 
We hope you will join us for the 2017-2018 school year! 
 

Vickie Schwepe 

Administrator 

vschwepe@sidneyfirst.com 

937.492.9136 



July, August & September 2017 Children’s Ministry 

 

Contact me anytime if there is anything I can help with! 
ehix@sidneyfirst.com,  492-9136, Ext. 111. 

Watch for info on Facebook:  
Kidz First at Sidney First UMC. 

Summer Sunday  
Programming  

            
*Jr. Church 9-10 am Service: Kids 

starts in the sanctuary and are 
dismissed just before prayer time to the 

5th Floor. There we have interactive 
lessons where they learn more about 

Jesus and to be His disciple. 
 

*God’s Armor 10-11 am: Happens 
between services in the big room on the 

Fifth Floor where we have varied 
activities always pointing to Jesus. 

 
*Traditional Sunday School 11 am-12: 

During the second service, Preschool 
through 6th Grades are on the 5th Floor.  

Kids are divided into grade classes 
encouraging learning on their own level. 

 
 **Fall Sunday School will return on 

September 3rd, and Wednesday Night 
Programming will return on  
September 13th @ 6 pm. 

 Watch  bulletin for updates! 

A VBS Thank YOU!!!!! 

Thank you to ALL who made Vacation Bible 
School possible by giving supplies, using your 
talents and serving, bringing kids, or praying. 

The Light of the World Changed Lives!!!   

Camp Union 2017 
Still Time to Register!!! 

First Chance: July 17th-18th K & 1 st  
 Elementary 1: July 10th-13th 2nd–5th  
Elementary 2: July 24th-27th 2nd–5th    

5K to benefit Camp August 5th  
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Red Letter Living:  
“Do not merely listen to the word and so 
deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”   

James 1:22 
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We are READY to Re-Start Family Ministry  
in a Whole New Way!!! 

If you are interested in being a part of reaching, connecting and 
serving families, please call! We will need a large variety of gifts 

and skills if we are going to serve families in our church and  
community! Contact Eileen Hix 492-9136 or 

ehix@sidneyfirst.com. 
Pray with us as we catch a God-size vision!! 

Remind Kids They’re Made in God’s Image 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK GOD: 

1. To help your children view 

themselves as God’s beloved 

creations. 

2. To guard kids from harmful 

messages about their bodies. 

3. To heal any of your body-image 

issues so you can be a positive 

role model. 

This month we’ll explore how children 
view their physical bodies—and how 
parents can encourage positive body 
image through God’s eyes. 
 
Children as young as 5 are becoming 
critical of their build and appearance. 
Media, music, ads, toys, social media, 
and peer pressure all contribute to the 
problem of low self-esteem and poor 
body-image issues.  
 
What kids see and hear at home 
matters, too. They notice parents’ 
negative comments and attitudes 
about their bodies, which may give 
kids the impression that our value is 
based solely on physical appearance 
and attributes. 

The good news is that children pick up 
on our positive comments and 
attitudes, too. Parents can go a long 
way toward promoting healthy body 
image by taking these steps: 

° Emphasize that God created our bodies and even calls them his temple (1 Corinthians 6:19). 
° Together, read Bible verses about Jesus’ love and acceptance (Matthew 6:26; Mark 10:13-16).  
° Accept yourself. Don’t obsess over pounds and calories. 
° Model healthy eating. Show kids how to make wise food choices and how to listen to hunger signals. 
° Give honest compliments and celebrate God-given strengths. 
° Teach children to persevere, and pray with them for guidance. 

CULTURE  
 & TRENDS 

 
Stop Fidgeting? Fidget spinners 
and boxes have soared in 
popularity partly because of claims 
that they help children who have 
ADHD, autism, and anxiety. But 
scientists say parents shouldn’t pin 
their hopes on these distracting 
toys—and that actual fidgeting is 
probably more effective. (time.com) 
 
Fangirls of the Force.  Because 
the “Star Wars” fan base is 
increasingly female, new material 
is being aimed specifically at girls. 
Forces of Destiny, a series 
highlighting heroines, debuts in the 
form of animated shots on Disney 
YouTube this month. New toys, 
books, and apparel are also being 
marketed to girls. (Entertainment 
Weekly) 
 

 

 

QUICK STATS 

On the Go! Up to 55% of 
children eat meals in cars at 
least once per week. (First for 
Women magazine survey) 
 
Youngsters on YouTube! In 
a recent study of children’s 
digital behavior, 81% of 6-to 
12-year-olds said they use 
YouTube. (LA Times) 
 
World Changers? Only 16% 
of kids in Grades 5 through 
12 believe they’ll “invent 
something that changes the 

world.” (Gallup.com) 
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4—Holiday—Church Office Closed 
14-15—Youth Lock-In At Church 
20-23—Emmaus Women’s Walk #72 
23-29—Shelby County Fair (Fairgate) 

 

12-19—Tar Hollow Youth Camp 
20—Camp Sunday 
21—School Starts 
24-27—Emmaus Men’s Walk #68 
 

 

4—Holiday—Church Office Closed 
6—Fall Programming Start-Up 
17—HOMECOMING! 
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