
 
On June 17, Father’s Day, I celebrated my 41

st
 Anniversary of 

being in ministry. When I arrived in Wren, Ohio, in 1977, I had 
just finished my second year of college, been married less 
than a month, and knew nothing of being a Pastor. I was 
welcomed by three small rural congregations who were 
wonderfully supportive to Roxy and me. I was probably an 
awful pastor. I did my best. The people were loving and 
forgiving. They gave us great grace. I hope I have learned 
some things over the years, and I pray I am a better pastor. I 
still try to do my best, and I am still grateful for the grace of 
the people I serve. Through these years, ministry has 
constantly changed and as I look toward the future, I want to 
share things that I know don’t work anymore.  
 
Using guilt or obligation to get people to serve or come to church. It used to be that 

people thought of duty and responsibility when they thought of coming to church 
or serving in the church. The number of people who are feeling guilty about not 
being in church on Sundays is shrinking fast. Also, the number of people who feel 

they should serve is also dwindling.  Pastors can no longer guilt their 
congregations into action. Interesting, Jesus didn’t try to guilt people into service. 
His was a simple invitation. If people are going to come to church, it is because 
they feel they have been invited.   
 
Gimmicks no longer work. The problem with trying to have something bigger, 
better, or flashier each Sunday is that it gets old. People start to ask “So what?” 
and you spend time, money and energy trying to top last Sunday with this Sunday’s 
gimmick. Having fun, bringing in a surprise or two, doing something new still has its 
place but they cannot be substitutes for helping people engage one another and 
the Gospel. The basic purpose of the church must always remain about 
authentically and clearly presenting Jesus to the people. 
 
Assuming people know what is next in their journey. More and more people don’t 
know about the Christian faith. They don’t know the Biblical stories, they don’t get 
church, and they don’t know what to do next if they want to become a Christian. 
Churches must understand this and stop assuming people know what to do. Think 
if you will about becoming a Hindu. Would you know what to do if you wanted to 
convert? That is what people who want to be Christian feel. Our discipleship 
process, preaching, services, hospitality, everything has to change to help people 
who know nothing. We must help people understand how to become a Christian.  
We must welcome people as strangers not just to us as a congregation but to all 
that we are doing. It is a new day for the church. 
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Finally, trusting on what we have done in the past. The foundation of the church is unchangeable. It 
is Jesus, and the world will always need Jesus. But there is a growing gap between what churches 
are doing and what is changing in the culture now. It is easy for churches to pull the roof over their 
heads and just do what has always been done. The attitude in these churches is take care of our 
own and let the world go by. But that isn’t what we have been called to do. We have been called to 
engage the culture, struggle with the culture, and stand against the culture for the sake of sharing 
the Gospel with the lost. It is difficult to stay current. So much changes so fast. Even how we learn 
has changed. Yet, we must. What are we reading and listening to? Many podcasts are free. I like 
Carey Nieuwhof.  Are you going places where you can experience the culture? You can learn a lot 
by watching. However, you learn to stay current—you have to stay current. Jesus is counting on it. 
Not that I’m trying to make you feel guilty.  
 
(Carey Nieuwhof shares 9 things that don’t work today. I have borrowed from his list.) 

David Chivington 

Lead Pastor 

dchivington@sidneyfirst.com 

937.492.9136 

 

It has been a pleasure to be available to Sidney First UMC as the Pastor leading our church’s 
Pastoral Care.  Meeting, talking, and praying with and for you has certainly been a blessing for me.  
The time has come for me to step away from that portion of my appointment, and I feel that I am 
leaving you with a caring, compassionate servant of Christ.  Terry Sharp will begin his time as our 
Director of Congregational Care on July 1, 2018. 
 
Yes, you’ll still see me here and there 
at the church, just not as often.  My 
“official” title is now Worship 
Assistant, and I’ll be helping as 
needed to plan and participate in our 
services. I’ll also continue on staff as 
the Coordinator for the Serving of 
Holy Communion.   
 
Even though the UMC requires clergy 
to “retire” at the age of 72, I fully 
realize that being a servant of Jesus Christ is a lifelong commitment.  As Chaplain at Ohio Living 
Dorothy Love, I anticipate seeing you as you come to visit friends and family who are residents 
there. Feel free to stop by my office and chat for a few moments.  I will enjoy hearing from you.  
 
May God bless and keep you! 
 
Pastor Jane 
 

We have appreciated your ministry  
at our church, Pastor Jane! 
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Our discipleship process at Sidney First is CONNECT, 
GROW, GO. We believe that a disciple of Jesus Christ is a 
person who is connected to Christ and other Christians; 
growing into wholeness and holiness through spiritual 
disciplines and authentic Christian community; and are 
going to share Christ by serving others through God given 
gifts and talents.  
 

We have several ways that this process plays out into the life of the church. The first step is to 
connect into the life of the Church. Paul in Corinthians relates the local church to a “body.” He even 
calls it the “body of Christ.” The point Paul makes is that even though a body is made up of many 
different parts, all parts are essential to its ability to function. The same is true from the church. 
You are an essential part of the church. You are the best version of yourself when you are fully 
connected to the church, and the church is its best when you are investing your gifts, talents, time, 
and treasures to the mission of making disciples.  
 
One of the main ways you can be connected to Sidney First UMC is by attending worship services 
weekly. We believe that corporate worship is important to the life of every believer in Christ. We 
believe that corporate worship is a means of grace, that’s simply a fancy way of saying that 
through worshiping and fellowshipping together God works invisibly in us to transform us into the 
likeness of Christ. It’s not just about worshiping together but it’s about building a community 
together. The early church was like a family. If you read Acts, you will notice that they devoted 
themselves to one another in such a manner that they were of the same purpose and mind. This 
doesn’t mean that these early Christians all thought alike or weren’t different, it means that they 
were for one another, caring for each other, and fulfilling Christ’s commission to go make disciples.  

 
The second step reminds us that disciples should be people who are growing. 
In the book “Living the Five” by Jim and Jennifer Cowart, one of the principles 
they make for themselves and their congregation is that “growing people 
change.” Growing is about being transformed from the inside out by grace 
through faith. Growth is primarily a work that God does in us, but that doesn’t 
mean that we should sit idly by or passively wait for God to change and mold 
us. We participate through communal and individual means of grace. God 
changes us through prayer, fasting, study of scripture, corporate worship, 
communion, giving, caring for the poor, and the list goes on.  
 
God has declared these to be ways in which He works in and through us as 
we participate in them. One of the ways you can participate is through our 
Grow Groups and Life Groups. Grow Groups are short-term Bible Study 

Groups of about 6-12 people. They are designed for you to get to know some new people and to 
dig deeper into God’s Word together.  
 
Life Groups are long-term groups that are designed for you to do life together. We believe that we 
were made to be in relationship with others and that life is best lived when those relationships are 
centered around God’s will for our lives. In Life Groups, you will build meaningful relationships that 
are rooted in prayer, study of scripture, and serving others.  
 
 
 

Joshua Wynn

Associate Pastor

jwynn@sidneyfirst.com

937.492.9136
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Joshua Wynn 

Associate Pastor 

jwynn@sidneyfirst.com 

937.492.9136 

 

Our third step in the discipleship process is to Go. God calls us to share our faith with others as we 
go to school or work, at our workout, at the ballpark, and even at the grocery store. When I think 
about the fact that God entrusts us with His good news, available to all through Christ, it 
overwhelms me. What a privilege and honor it is to know that God not only chose us to be in 
relationship with Him, but to also share that relationship with those around us and those we come 
in contact with.  
 
When’s the last time you shared your faith with someone else? When was the last time you told 
someone about what God is doing or has done in your life? When Ashley and I got engaged, I 
couldn’t help but tell others about our love for each other, and sharing your faith is really about 
sharing God’s love for you with others.  
 
Other ways we go is through local and global missions. Here at Sidney First UMC, we have a 
couple different mission opportunities. We have a connection with The Tijuana Mission through 
Sara Gomez. This mission helps orphans and battered women in Mexico. Paul Soliday also leads 
local mission trips to the Jackson, Ohio, area where they help local people through specific service 
projects. If you would like more information about either one of these, please contact the church 
office at 937-492-9136. It’s really not a question of whether or not God has called us to go into all 
the world, but more of a question of our willingness to participate in and with what God is already 
doing in the world around us.  
 
Let us know how we can better help you to Connect, Grow, and Go. 

Window Creations of Ottoville recently removed our old sanctuary 
storm windows and measured for new ones. They are making 
replacement windows in their shop now. They will be back in early 
August to repair and refinish our weathered wooden window 
frames. Finally, they will install the new storm windows to protect 
our beautiful stained glass windows.  
 
This is the next step in the upkeep and restoration of our church.   
 
Paul Soliday 
 
Chair of Trustees 
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More Kids Are Attempting and Thinking About Suicide, According to a New Study by Eileen Hix  

 

I hate to write an article about this but feel you should know 

about this terrible trend. I received an article about the 

suicide of Kate Spade from Time Magazine. In it there were 

many difficult statistics about the rise of suicide among kids. 

The number of kids hospitalized for thinking about or 

attempting suicide doubled in less than a decade,  according 

to a study published this May in Pediatrics. 

 

“In 2008, 0.66% of all U.S. children ’s hospital visits were due to either suicide attempts or suicidal 

thoughts. By 2015, according to the study, that number had jumped to 1.82%, with rates rising across 

age groups and demographics.” (Ducharme, 2018) 

 

The largest increase was with teens 12 to 17  according to the study. “Young women appear to be 

disproportionately affected by the overall increase. The  suicide rate among girls ages 10 to 19 rose 

by 70% from 2010 to ’16—from 423 deaths to 687—and it hit a 40-year high among female teens in 

’15, according to CDC data. This increase has been substantial enough to narrow the well -

established gender gap between the numbers of boys and girls who die by suicide. ” (Ducharme, A 

Disturbing Trendon the Rise, 2018) 

 

The researchers observe that significantly more suicide attempts or ideations are during the school 

year; which is different from adults whose rate spikes during the spring and summer.   

 

“Why youth suicide rates are creeping up is harder to flush out. It may have something to do with 

climbing rates of depression and loneliness among young people, or that pediatricians are 

increasingly referring children with mental health issues to specialists or hospitals. The prevalence of 

social media may also play a part,” (Dr. Gregory Plemmons, an associate professor of clinical 

pediatrics at the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine)  

 

There are too many people in our lives and community living without hope; we are faking fine through 

our days. That is no way to live with the love and grace offered by Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Lord, let us be vigilantly watching for the signs and get involved when we see or hear them. Help us 

to share your Good News and walk alongside those who are in need. Amen    

 

I wanted to bring this to your attention for several reasons: first, we need to be very aware and 

engaged with the children and youth around us who might be in danger. Second, know what to do 

and who to call when you know someone is in crisis. Third, pray for our children, youth, and our 

neighbors who feel no hope.  

 

What do I do if I am alarmed? Do not leave the person alone!  

 

How do I get help? The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1 -800-273-8255, call 911, take them to 

the emergency room, or find a counselor. Always know that we are here for you and we will do all we 

can to get you connected to the help that is needed.      

 
Ducharme, J. (2018). A Disterbing Trend on the Rise. Time . 
Ducharme, J. (2018). More Kids Are Attempting and thinking about Suicide, According to a New Study. Time. 

 

 

 

 

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2018/05/14/peds.2017-2426?sso=1&sso_redirect_count=1&nfstatus=401&nftoken=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&nfstatusdescription=ERROR%3a+No+local+token
http://time.com/4887282/teen-suicide-rate-cdc/
http://time.com/5271244/major-depression-diagnosis-spike/
http://time.com/5261181/young-americans-are-lonely/
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The following are warning signs to watch for: 

 
• Threatening to or talking about wanting to hurt or kill him/herself 
• Talking about or preoccupation with death 
• Expressing odd or troubling thoughts (even jokes) 
• Showing a dramatic change in personality or appearance 
• Throwing or giving away or promising to give away valued possessions to 
 family  members or friends 
• Talking about not being around in the future or "going away" 
• Searching for and trying to obtain weapons, pills, or other means of ways to kill him/herself 
• Too little sleep, too much sleep, complains of not feeling well with no physical basis 
 Loss of pleasure/interest in social or sport activities 

Hello!  For those that might not know me…I was appointed as the Campus 
Pastor to Joy Church in 2016. Joy Church is a mission and outreach into 
the Sidney community by Sidney First UMC, which offers a place for a 
meal to feed the body and then fellowship and worship to feed their souls, 
every Sunday morning at the Alpha Center on Court Street.  

I will continue serving Joy Church; in addition, I have been appointed and 
will serve in the role of Congregational Care Pastor at Sidney First!  Jane 
Madden and I have been working closely together as she transitions to 
serving with the Worship Planning Team.  

I am looking forward to both meeting and serving you and the congregation at Sidney First UMC. I 
can be reached by calling the church office, or by cell phone at 937.726.1575, or by email 
at tsharp@sidneyfirst.com. 

Blessings, 
 
Pastor Terry Sharp 

mailto:tsharp@sidneyfirst.com


Joe and I once again were happy to represent Sidney First Methodist, 
along with Chip Hix, Alex Hix, and Ashley Wynn, as delegates to the 49th 
Session of the West Ohio Annual Conference.  Conference is held in the 
quaint little village of Lakeside, just outside of Marblehead. 
 
Joe and I arrived on Saturday, June 3, got settled in and were soon 

hunting out some ice cream and a walk down to the pier on Lake Erie.  Sunday morning, we attended worship 
at Hoover Auditorium and heard a wonderful message, “Are We Good Stewards of Our Wounds?” from Rev. 
Dr. Zan Holmes Jr. The rest of the delegates for Sidney First, along with all our pastors, arrived about 4 p.m., 
and we soon had everyone settled into our accommodations for the week.  At 5:30 p.m., the first Laity 
Session of the conference was held, followed by a worship service at 7:30 p.m. Bishop Palmer officially 
opened the conference entitled “Be Not Afraid, There is Enough”, followed by the Roll Call of the Victorious 
where the names of those pastors and their spouses who had passed away since our last conference were 
read.  Rev. Dr. Holmes then gave a wonderful message entitled “How Well Are We Running in the Race That 
God Has Set Before Us?” Worship was concluded following receiving communion. This wrapped up our first 
day of conference, and we all headed to bed for a good night’s rest. 
 
Monday morning found us once again at Hoover Auditorium at 10:30 a.m. to start our day with worship, led by 
Bishop Palmer, and then into meetings. There were six recommendations for the conference to consider this 
year:  Recommendation 1 concerning the budget for 2019 of $20,065,646., which is nearly $2.25 million less 
than in 2018, reflecting a 10% reduction in apportionments; Recommendation 2 concerning Clergy pension 
and health benefits; Recommendation 3 concerning equitable compensation, recommending a 2% increase in 
the minimum salaries for pastors, deacons and elders; Recommendation 4 concerning Clergy vacation policy, 
clarifying continuing education time away and encouraging self-care through regular Sabbath; 
Recommendation 5 on investment management; and Recommendation 6  entitled “There is Enough for the 
Stranger”, calling for support within the United Methodists in the conference who provide material, legal and 
spiritual services to refugees and immigrants and to support congregations who provide temporary sanctuary 
to individuals or families. These recommendations were each presented throughout the conference, following 
supporting reports and then the Bishop would call for a vote. As delegates for our church, we tried each time 
to vote how we felt would support and benefit our church and pastors best.  The vacation policy has been 
discussed at previous conferences, but it was finally voted on this year! Following our dinner break, we 
returned to Hoover Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. for evening devotions and the Episcopal Address by Bishop 
Palmer. 
 
Throughout the conference, Bishop Palmer presented questions which we discussed in small groups 
concerning the February 2019 special session of the General Conference where delegates will decide on 
legislation specific to human sexuality.    
 
On Tuesday, we were back at Hoover Auditorium with Rev. Zan Holmes at 9 a.m., for his message “Are We 
Getting It All Together?” followed by more reports, recommendations and voting.  All recommendations were 
approved. At 4:30 p.m., Hoover Auditorium was packed to capacity (3,000) for the annual Celebration of 
Ministry. This is always the highlight of conference for Joe and me, as we share in the retirement of many 
pastors, as well as the commissioning and ordination of new Deacons and Elders. This year 48 pastors 
retired, and 33 pastors were commissioned or ordained. This was an especially special time for us as our own 
Joshua Wynn was one of those commissioned!  What a very moving and meaningful service this is! 
 
On Wednesday, we were back at Hoover Auditorium at 8:30 a.m. for worship with Rev. Lou Seipel, whose 
message was entitled “Can Love and Grace Be Enough?” We also heard some wonderful music from the 
Scioto Ridge Boys Quartet. The last of the reports were presented and conference wound down following the 
fixing of appointments for the coming year. We were soon all packed up and heading home. 
 
Joe and I thank the church for entrusting us as two of your delegates to conference, and we pray we made 
wise choices on behalf of the church. 
          Joe & Jocele Fahnestock 
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Children’s Ministry July, August & September 2018 

A VBS Thank YOU!!!!! 

Thank you to ALL who made Vacation Bible 
School possible by giving supplies, using your 
talents and serving, bringing kids, or praying. 

The Light of the World Changed Lives!!!  
Thank you for sharing that light with Kids!! 

We can’t wait for next year— 

It’s going to be a ROARING GOOD 

 

Camp Union 2018 
 

Still Time to Register!!! 
 

First Chance: July 16th & 17th K & 1st  
 

 Elementary 1: July 9th-12th 2nd – 5th  
 

Elementary 2: July 23th-26th 2nd – 5th 
  

5K to benefit Camp August 4th  
 

For more information campunionohio.net 

 
 

Summer Sunday                
Programming  

*Jr. Church 9-10 a.m. Service: Kids 
start in the sanctuary and are 

dismissed just before prayer time to 
the Level 5. There we have interactive 
lessons where they learn more about 

Jesus and  
to be His disciple.  

*God’s Armor 10-11 a.m.: Happens 
between services in the big room on the 

Level 5 where we have varied       
activities always pointing to Jesus.  

*Traditional Sunday School 11 a.m.-
12 p.m.: During the second service, 
Preschool through 6th Grades are on 

the Level 5. Kids are divided into grade 
classes encouraging learning  

on their own level. 
**Fall Sunday School will return on 
September 2nd, and Wednesday 
Night Programming will return on 
September 5th @ 6 p.m. Watch  

bulletin for updates! 
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 ROAR  

Life is Wild—God is Good! 

June 24–28, 2019 
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Contact me anytime if there is 
anything  I can help with!  

Contact me at:  
 

ehix@sidneyfirst.com   
492-9136 ext. 111 

 

Watch for info on Facebook:  
Kidz First at Sidney First UMC 

Information Please!!! 
 

If you have an idea on how 
Family Ministry can serve 

our church and community, 
please let us know. Please 

call, email, put a note in the 
offering plate, smoke signals 

or text. We want to know 
what you are thinking and 
how we can participate !!! 

Harness the Power of Music That Honors Jesus  

POWERSOURCE 
ASK GOD: 

1. To guide your decisions about your 

family’s music choices. 

2. To use music to help your children learn 

about and connect with God. 

3. To make a lasting impact on your kids’ 

hearts and lives through music. 

If your children attended Vacation Bible 
school during the summer, you’ll likely 
hear some catchy tunes. Most ministry 
programs incorporate kid-friendly songs 
because they know that music affects 
mood, learning, and retention. You can 
capitalize on the power of music in your 
home, too.  
 
By the time kids are 18, they have an 
estimated 10,000 songs in their heads. 
Parents can ensure that a large portion 
of those tunes honor Jesus and change 
hearts and lives. 
 
Music—especially when combined with 
movement—provides a strong learning 
vehicle for these reasons: 
 
Rhythm and melody are tools our brains 
use to grasp disrespectful and rude 
behavior to store concepts for a very 
long time. Add movement, and the 
memory solidifies even more. 
 
Whatever children learn through music 
will have a significant impact on their 
beliefs, values, and perceptions for life. 
Songs our kids hear and sing can teach 
them who God is. Appealing, age-
appropriate songs that are filled with 
spiritual truths transform kids and help 
them worship God. 
 
We are what we sing! What kids learn 
through music and movement, they’ll 
believe; what they believe will determine 
who they are and what they do. Don’t 
miss out on the transforming power of 
God’s truth learned through music!  

 
 

That VBS song now stuck  
in your head?    

 
  ...YOU ARE WELCOME!!  

 

QUICK        

STATS 

Parents of the Year: Fifty-one 
percent of moms and 39% of 
dads say they’re doing a very 
good job raising  their children. 
(time.com) 

 
Underage Warning: Grade-
school kids given sips of 
alcohol by trusted adults are 
four times as likely to binge-
drink later, as opposed to kids 
who abstain. (realsimple.com) 
 
Keep ’Em Cool: An average of 
37 children die each year from 
being left in hot vehicles. 
(kidsandcars.org) 

TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

 

Name That Joyful Song 
You’ll need one empty water or soda 
bottle per person. Choose one person 
to blow across their bottle to “play” part 
of a worship song. Everyone else tries 
to guess the song’s name. When the 
song is revealed, play or sing it 
together. Let everyone have a turn. 
 
Note: Players may want to name a 
category before they begin playing a 
song. For example, children’s church 
song, popular Christian song from the 
radio, hymn, youth group song, praise 
team song, choir song, and so on. 
After playing, read aloud                
Psalm 100:1-2.  
 
Ask: What do you think the Bible 
means when it says to “come before” 
God with joyful songs? Describe how 
you feel when you sing joyful songs to 
God. Why do you think God wants us to 
sing to him? Describe your favorite 
places to sing songs to God. 
 
Say: It’s nice to think we’ve made God 
glad by singing joyful songs to him 
today! 
 
Close in prayer. 

 



GARAGE SALE RESULTS...The total earned is $6,177.46!!!  
  
Although it took place just two short months ago, the Sidney First Garage Sale now 
seems like a distant memory.  
  
No one who took part in the sale had any idea how much planning and work would be involved, and from the 
looks on their faces as each person stepped off the elevator for the first time, no one had any idea how much 
“stuff,” how many “treasures,” would be donated to the sale—so many items that the sale overflowed onto the 
2nd and 3rd levels because there just wasn’t enough room on the first.   
  
It took almost 60 members of our congregation and countless hours to put it altogether and then to pack up 
what remained after the sale, but we got it done! An hour and a half after the sale ended, there was hardly a 
hint remaining that the sale had taken place. Thanks to everyone who gave so much of their time during 
the nine days that were spent collecting donated items, sorting, pricing, displaying, and helping during the 
actual sale; and then when it was over, packing up what didn’t sell and taking those items to The Salvation 
Army and to Books-A-Million. Also thank you to everyone who donated items for the sale. It would not have 
been a success without your generosity.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Winky New, Chair 
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8—Church Picnic at Blackston Picnic Grove (next to Custenborder Ball Fields)  
 Bring a side dish to share—5:30 p.m. 
9-12—Camp Union Elementary 1:  Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Graders 
15—Membership Class after second service 
16-21—Tar Hollow Camp 
16-17—Camp Union First Chance for Kindergarten and First Grade 
19-22—Emmaus Men’s Walk 
22-28—Shelby County Fair Week 
23-26—Camp Union Elementary 2:  Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Graders 
30—FABLOC (Families Affected By Loss of Children) Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

3-4—Cancer Relay Fund Raiser 
3-5—Camp Union Young Adult for Graduates to 23 years old 
4—Camp Union Annual 5K at 9 a.m. 
4—Crossfire Annual Canoe Trip, leaving from the church at 10 a.m. 
12—Disciple Acoustic Concert at SFUMC, starting at 7 p.m. 
16—Sidney City Schools Starts 
25—Crossfire Annual Baseball Trip and Sidewalk Prophets, leaving after church 
 

4—Cool Preschool starts 
5—Wednesday Night Kickoff—Kidz and Crossfire Programs 
9—Hitched for Couples at 6:30 p.m. 
16—Historical Service at Tawawa Park, starts 8:45 a.m. 
30—Gideon Sunday
 

 

 

 

 

230 East Poplar Street 

Sidney, OH 45365 

 

Phone:  937.492.9136 

     Fax:  937.492.1409 

 

Email:  sidneyfirst@sidneyfirst.com 

  Web:  www.sidneyfirst.com 

  


